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612B:1 - Questions on Treatment & Astrology  

& the Maker of Your Destiny 

 

Does God have a plan for each person before he is born or is a person the maker of his own 

destiny? There are two answers to that question. This person, who is a selfhood apart from God, 

may of course, be a maker of his own destiny. We have known cases of people who, so far as 

ability is concerned of any kind, were total failures, probably couldn’t have earned a living if 

they had to go out into the world and compete for it, but they became President of the United 

States just the same.  

A human being can decide on a career and force it through. They may end up broken by it, 

but they receive it in their ways. It is possible, of course, for a person, let us say, who is a 

salesman, to desire to be a big salesman, or a big money-making salesman, and if he has enough 

lack of scruples, if you can word it that way, he can push that through too.  

Yes, a human being can be a maker of their own destiny. A little corporal over in Germany 

got to be a dictator. Illiterate, entirely so, unmoral, probably even immoral for all we know, no 

scruples, no conscience, but he upset the world. He was the maker of his own destiny. 

If you think of yourself as a human being, and decide that I will do this and I will do that, 

you may be able to accomplish it. Sometimes it can be done; and sometimes after it is done, you 

will be very sorry for it, because it can have a disastrous end: Napoleon at Alba; Caesar, it was 

for his ambition that he was slain. There are many cases where people achieve their human goal, 

and it can be done with drive; it can be done with effort; it can be done with singleness of 

purpose.  

So from that standpoint as a human being, I would say that given enough of that drive, a 

person could be the maker of their own destiny. But that definitely is not the truth of being. That 

definitely is not the spiritual truth of being. The truth of being is this: God manifests Itself as 

individual being. And as such, God has a purpose for Itself and all of its individualized forms of 

expression. You may say that God has one purpose for Itself as an orchid, and an entirely 

different purpose for Itself as a rose. God has one purpose for Itself as an artist, and an entirely 

different purpose for Itself as a musician.  

If you have ever met a child who was a painter at six or eight or ten years of age, or a 

musician, an artist of any sort, you will certainly know that that child is not the creator of its own 

destiny. God was working Its purpose out as the gift of that child, and that child had no possible 

way of resisting. Probably could have been nothing other than a pianist, and probably one of the 

best, because whatever it was that God was doing as that soul, wouldn’t let it rest until it came to 

that fruition.  

And so with our great artists or sculptors, designers, any form of art or writers, composers, 

authors. You couldn’t possibly say that these people worked out their destiny. Now I don’t mean 

the writers of Forever Amber or something like that. They were working out their own destiny, 

perhaps. But I mean the serious writers—those that have given true literature, true poetry, true art 

to the world. You can’t say they were working out their destiny, because they had no control 

over their gift. It was a gift that they found within their own being and had they desired to let it 

lay, they couldn’t have done it. There was something that went with that gift that forced them to 

give it outlet and expression.  
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Oh, no. You are not the maker of your own destiny when you are working from the 

standpoint of your spiritual identity, then you have dropped your personal sense of desire or 

ambition and you have let God have Its way with you. Then it’s not you working out your 

destiny, it’s God working out Its destiny as you.  

Certainly, this man in San Francisco who was a criminal, and such a good one that at 

twenty-six years of age, he had four terms and the last one twenty years, was working out his 

destiny all right. But once he’s relaxed and let go and realized the depth of what he had brought 

himself to, and surrendered himself, and shrieked out, “Oh, God,” then God was given the 

opportunity to work out his destiny as his being and from that day to this, he has been one of the 

greatest missionaries, one of the greatest reformers of prison work and a metaphysician of sorts 

because he has had his contact with God, that has enabled God to work out God’s own destiny as 

this man’s soul. 

Yes, if you look at yourself as a human being, from the standpoint of out here, and want to 

determine what you’d like to do and then want to pay the price in study, work, energy, and all the 

rest of these things, you can work out your own destiny, but from our standpoint, that is not true. 

Our standpoint is this: We don’t look at the world from effect, but from cause. We see God as 

the mind, the soul, the spirit, the all of every individual. And therefore, we must acknowledge 

that God, the creative Principle, God the divine Intelligence must include an intelligent and 

loving plan for Itself in all of its infinite form and variety.  

Anyone then that relaxes sufficiently and humbly, to open themselves for this inflow of 

God, can say, “No, I’m not working out my destiny, God is working out Its destiny as me,” or if 

we like, we can say, “God is working out my destiny for me.” To me, that seems like a sense of 

separation there; so I like better, “God is working out Its own plan as my individual being.” 

And so, when we are born, as we seem to be in this human activity, and our parents decide 

for us that we are to be business men or women, and we become that, in that sense then, either 

we, or our parents are working out our destiny. But if we come to some place or other where a 

drive, a sense, a desire for God comes, and we make the contact, from then on, all that business 

is wiped away and you find yourself out in a metaphysical or spiritual activity. And then you can 

say that God has taken over, and God is now fulfilling Its function. 

That’s why I’ve said that when we are about our ordinary human pursuits, we are not 

fulfilling God’s plan. Those are the human activities that have come to us because of our sense of 

separation. When we come to that place of opening ourselves and receive that divine impulse, 

our ways then are led into actual expression of spiritual activity, and that would be of course, in 

the arts, in the literature, in the spiritual work, in anything that is the direct portrayal of God 

activity. 

I would like to have your opinion on astrology. Astrology is a belief just the same as any 

medical theory. If you were to ask any doctor if he is using the textbooks that were given to him 

when he was in college, he would probably throw one of them at you. They have been discarded 

over and over and over again. And the things that were taught to a doctor twenty years ago 

probably wouldn’t even be seen in a book today.  

They recognized that that was a theory at that time. Now we have a different theory. So we 

keep on. However, even though they were not laws, but theories, they worked in an average 

amount of cases; they worked in proportion to the faith that was placed in them. Just as today, 

there are people receiving a great benefit, a great help from a glass of water. There is a form of 

medical practice which takes all the cases of any other materia medica doctor would take, and 

yet they treat it only with plain water. Oh yes, they take one drop of medicine and dilute it in 
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about eight quarts of water. Well, you know how much medicine is left, and then give you a 

teaspoon full of it. But they have the same percentage of cures that any other form of materia 

medica has. And there is no reason why not. Because all of this is the faith that you can have 

either in the doctor or the bottle of medicine or whatever it is that is prescribed. 

So we have with astrology. If you want the truth of being, you will find it in the first chapter 

of Genesis: God made all that was made and among the things that he made, you’ll find that he 

made the skies and the stars, the planets, the sun, the moon, and the earth, and the waters, the 

ocean, the birds, everything that’s in the earth, and then he made man in his own image and 

likeness and gave him dominion over all this creation.  

Now, when then, did the picture become reversed and the stars take dominion, or the planets 

take dominion over man? Who is it that created that idea? There is not recorded anywhere in 

spiritual literature that God gave dominion to anything, even herbs, over man. He gave them to 

him for food, he gave them to him for sustenance, but not for dominion over him.  

Astrology can be made to work in your experience in the same way that a drop of medicine 

attenuated eighty thousand times can be made effective according to the belief that is put in, and 

if you can just believe hard enough that tomorrow is your good-luck day, you probably will find 

a dime or a dollar or a ten. It’s a matter of your belief. Actually the truth of being is just the same 

about astrology as it is about your creating your own destiny. You can create your own destiny 

and you can even create it by studying astrology. That would be a form of creating your destiny. 

But that doesn’t make it true, and actually you would only be successful in proportion to your 

own belief, and then only up to a certain point, and you would find that it wouldn’t work. 

You know, it is like all of the pyramid prophecies. You probably know that everything that 

has happened in the last three thousand years has been prophesied in the pyramids. But if you 

will notice carefully, that the translations are only made after the event has taken place. You can 

find books that can tell you exactly when WWII came to an end, and when WWI came to an end, 

and when they started. But none of those books were printed before the event took place. Always 

afterward, we knew it was going to happen, because it said so. Nobody had the courage to print 

that book first. Nobody today has the courage to come out and say on such and such a day an 

atomic bomb is going to fall or it’s never going to fall, but afterward, it was in the pyramids, it 

was in the stars, it was in the planets. 

Never forget this, there is a form of human mind reading. Just as the divine mind is one, so 

this belief of mind, human mind as one; so that it is possible for people of some type to be able to 

tell you things about yourself that haven’t happened and some things about yourself that have 

happened. Why? Because these patterns all exist in our mind. It’s only a question of whether we 

have enough of that so-called gift to be able to apprehend it. 

Now that has nothing to do with anything having a power. That has only having something 

to do with [mind] and being able to read thoughts that are unformed so far as outer expression is 

concerned.  

We, in our work, must recognize that the basis of all spiritual truth is that God is the only 

power. If you are going to divide the power of God with anything else, astrology or even the 

calendar, time, years, birthdays, and permit them to have an effect upon you, you bring yourself 

under the law. You can do that, or you can separate yourself from the law and begin to live by 

grace. To live under the law means to accept whatever the world calls law. For instance, if the 

world says that sitting in a draft will give you a cold, and you accept it, consciously or 

unconsciously, sitting in a draft will certainly produce a cold. It has millions of times. Not 
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because it’s a law, not because it’s truth, but because consciously or unconsciously, you have 

accepted that theory as law.  

In the same way, the mere fact of being born would indicate your consent to dying. In other 

words, when you are born, you accept the fact that you are one minute old, one hour, one day, 

one year, and your acceptance of that makes it inevitable that you will accept sixty, seventy, 

eighty years of age.  

I have illustrated that point in an experience of mine. The first year that I was in the 

practice—my father and I were born on the same date, we had our birthdays on the same date, 

and my sister called up to remind me of them, and to tell me that they were going to have a 

birthday party for us on that date. Well, I was a very young practitioner and new in Science, and 

I knew you must not have birthdays. Well I very righteously said to her, “Oh, no, I wouldn’t be 

there, I don’t have birthdays.” “Oh, well,” she said, “all right. If you want to be so scientific and 

not have a birthday, but your father still likes birthdays, so you can be invited to his birthday.”  

Well, I didn’t know that I even wanted to compromise with error to that extent, so I said, I 

would think it over, and I would let her know. And I did think it over, and as I was thinking it 

over, it popped right into my head, “Well, what are you afraid of? You’re afraid of the fact that 

she named the very birthday that you think it is. If only she had said it was your hundredth 

birthday, you would have taken it as a joke, and you would have gone. But she just happened to 

name the number of years that you think is your birthday and you’re scared of it. Ah ha, I don’t 

have to deny birth dates, I don’t have to deny birthdays; all I have to know is what difference 

how many go around. What difference how many times the calendar … I’m the same fellow. I’m 

always the same. Let those dates go around, and ever since then I have been letting them go 

around and even enjoying the birthdays, especially those that brought gifts. 

You know, I don’t think that we have a right to get so highly metaphysical that we don’t 

enjoy giving somebody a gift of love or receiving a remembrance or a gift of love. If it’s right, I 

haven’t gotten to that degree. I still am terribly human in that regard, and I love to remember and 

be remembered. If that’s wrong, well go ahead, but I don’t mind birthdays, I’ll tell you that. I 

have grown above that to where you can tell me how many you think it is but I know how many 

I feel. And that’s all I’m interested in. 

Now, if you can accept the going around of the calendar as doing something to your body or 

your faculties, then you are accepting that as a law. If however, you come to see that that 

calendar on the wall has nothing to do with your consciousness, and nothing to do with your 

being, it doesn’t even know you exist. It isn’t aimed at you at all. You can, in some measure, free 

yourself of the belief of the concern over what we call age.  

Now, in the same way as astrology—astrology has absolutely no more power than a glass of 

water or a teaspoon full of water, but you can give it all the power that you want. You can 

become afraid of it, just the same, as you can be afraid of walking under a ladder. Or you can be 

afraid of Friday, the 13
th

, or afraid of a black cat. But all of this is going on in your mind, you 

know, and it is you who is accepting the belief that something out here has power. And of 

course, it’s a wonderful thing that this particular question, these two questions should have been 

asked because it really leads up to what came to me this afternoon for our work tonight and we’ll 

come back to that. 

Will you please explain the difference, if any in treating specific cases? For instance would 

there be any difference in treating a case involving eyesight or a tumor? Well of course, you see 

again, in these writings, you have every form of treatment to meet whatever state or stage of 

consciousness you may be in at this time. The answer to that question is yes and no. 
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Ordinarily when a call comes, if you are at that point of development where you are not 

concerned about who the patient is or what the claim, then of course, there would be no different 

treatment. There would only be one treatment, and that would be your realization of the allness 

of God. And if you had that realization, if you really had that click, that feeling of the 

omnipresence of God, and if you had this sense that error in any form, regardless of its name or 

nature, or its suggestion, a temptation to believe in a selfhood apart from God, of course, that 

would be your whole treatment. As a matter of fact, I can conceive of many of you not even 

having to go that far.  

I’ve called your attention to two statements in Mrs. Eddy’s writings that I think are 

magnificent in this direction: one is that “Mortality is a myth.” Now what difference what form 

of mortality it is, whether it’s the head or the foot, whether it’s unemployment? What difference 

what form of mortality, if it’s a myth, and you can understand that it’s a myth because of God 

being the life and soul of this earth, of this creation? Then one treatment you would need would 

be to remember anything along the line that mortality is a myth.  

Mrs. Eddy gave a definition of treatment that has never, to my knowledge been surpassed. I 

would accept this quotation of hers as the highest form of treatment I have ever heard anywhere 

on earth. And this it is, “Treat a belief in disease as you would sin, with sudden dismissal.” There 

it is. Out of her own lips. “Treat a belief in disease as you would sin, with sudden dismissal.” 

That’s a treatment, no matter what the error may be, if, remember, you have arrived at that point 

of consciousness.  

I have told this before, I was doing healing work before I went through class, my teacher 

knew it, and he knew how the healings were brought about. When I went through class, he gave 

no instruction on treatment. And of course, I was there to learn something about it, because I 

thought they knew something about treatment that was better than I knew. When the class was 

over and I asked him why he had given us nothing about treatment, he said “It was out of respect 

for you. I didn’t want to foul you up. You’re doing fine work without it.” 

Now, if you are at a state of consciousness where you can accept Mrs. Eddy’s statement: 

“Treat a belief in disease as you would sin, with sudden dismissal.” Why? Because of its 

nothingness. That’s fine. That would be all the treatment you need, or the other statement: 

“Mortality is a myth.” So why should it bother me?  

Now, scripture has two equal treatments. There are two statements of scripture that are equal 

to those of Mrs. Eddy’s, but we don’t need Mrs. Eddy, we can get them from scripture, if we 

like. In Isaiah it says: Cease ye from man whose breath is in his nostrils, for wherein is he to be 

accounted of. Now of course, anybody who says, “I’m sick, I’m dying, I’m poor, I’m out of 

work,” well certainly that’s man whose breath is in his nostrils. It isn’t the Son of God saying 

that, is it? According to that statement, why bother about this call at all? It’s not real. And the 

Master summed it up even more briefly, My kingdom is not of this world.” So why am I going to 

kick around the illusion; My kingdom is not of this world.  

If you are at that state of consciousness where you can declare, “My kingdom is not of this 

world,” that’s my treatment. That’s fine, and you’ll have marvelous results with it. But if you are 

not, and you have to give a treatment, for heaven’s sake, don’t try to be so absolute. Be willing to 

come up to it if you can, and meanwhile, give your treatment. And your treatment can be as 

specific as you like. In the writings, you’ll find ten different paragraphs on treatment, and you’ll 

find that every treatment begins with the word God, and so forth.  

Now, as to handling these specific things, yes, sometimes, when a claim is brought to us, as 

it says here, of eyesight, naturally thought turns to the thought that God is mind and that mind is 
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the only activity of consciousness, therefore it must be the activity of what we call spiritual sight. 

So that would be specifically handling the idea. You wouldn’t be treating another person’s 

eyesight, but you would be, in your treatment, realizing God, the one mind, the infinite 

intelligence, as the activity of what we call sight.  

If you are treating a tumor, it might come to you that since God is the substance of all form, 

there is nothing in the world of form that isn’t constituted of God. You can do that if that came to 

you. Remember, I’m not giving you this as a treatment because you might be treating a tumor, 

and have an entirely different treatment come to you. I’m only giving this as an illustration of 

what might be used.  

The same way I said last night or the night before about the alcoholism; you see, that was a 

specific treatment, in knowing that what appeared in a bottle of whiskey had no power in and of 

itself for good or evil. That was a specific treatment. And the reason I was giving that specific 

treatment was that at that moment, it was necessary for me to do it. Had I been so high in 

consciousness as to say to that lady, “Go on home and forget it,” I would never have thought 

about the fact that whisky had no power. But it was necessary, at that moment to remember that 

whisky had no power.  

I have had other cases of alcoholism where no such thought came to me at all; where it was 

just instantaneously alert and alive within me that God was the only substance, the only activity. 

And sometimes, not even that much of a conscious thought about it; just the awareness or 

feeling. 

No one can ever tell you specifically how to treat. No one should ever tell you specifically 

how to treat, because when the claim is brought to your attention, you may not be on that level of 

consciousness where the person was who was telling you how to treat. How many times do you 

think busy practitioners get called on the phone and are so busy with other things that they forget 

the call entirely? And then get a call that night or the next day with a marvelous healing. You 

bite your lip and say, “Good, it’s a good thing you had a good practitioner because I didn’t 

remember.” Is that right? Yes, it happens, it happens. Why? Of course, the disease wasn’t a 

reality to begin with.  

This is a true story. A Christian Science lecturer in London, England, had been traveling in 

the United States, and he got back to England, and one of his students met him in the hotel, and 

they had breakfast together and then walked into his office. Of course, there was mail piled up 

there. Right on top was a cablegram. He opened it and read it, and it was a cable from America 

of gratitude for a wonderful, instantaneous healing. He handed the cable to the student and said, 

you see what a wonderful practitioner your teacher is, now let’s see what he healed! So he went 

down through this pile and pulled out the other cable, which asked for treatment for some very 

serious condition. He said, “Now there you are, I can heal anything.” He hadn’t received the first 

cable at all, but it wasn’t necessary, was it? He was living in the consciousness of allness, and 

whoever it was that reached out, reached that spiritual consciousness. 

Is that consciousness confined in a body? No. Does it have to be reached through the air? 

No. The moment you reach out to the Christ, that’s the answer. And at our present state of 

development, we sometimes reach out to the Christ of Joel, John, Mary, and so forth. And later 

on, we just reach out to the Christ. In the beginning of this work, we find it necessary to go to a 

practitioner and have a personal talk, and usually it takes a whole hour to get it out of our system, 

and some practitioners make the mistake of letting you come again and again and again and 

telling the same story all over again. It doesn’t do any good. That practitioner couldn’t humanly 
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do anything for you no matter how many times you told your story, and the Christ can do it 

without hearing that repeated over and over and over again. 

As we go on in this work, we come to a place where we say, “Oh, surely, I know now, I 

don’t have to speak to my practitioner, I’ll call them on the telephone, or I’ll send a telegram. I’ll 

get an absent treatment. Well, you just watch, the day will be coming when you won’t even go 

that far, and you will receive the healing just the same. You will find the personal contact isn’t an 

actual necessity, and if it is, just the merest, “Hello, get busy,” will be enough. Why, because 

there isn’t a Christian Science practitioner or any metaphysical practitioner in the world that has 

a power of healing anything. Not a one.  

The Christ of their consciousness does the work, and they have developed that Christ 

through study, through meditation, through association with those on the path, through the 

devotion of their lives to a spiritual purpose, they have evolved or developed their spiritual state 

of consciousness, and the moment you touch that, you should have your healing. And you do 

have in some measure, and some day we’ll have it in the fullness and instantaneously. 

So satisfy yourself in my writings on treatment, because they represent twenty years of 

actual experience, and I wouldn’t withdraw a word of them, but I will say this that you can 

advance above any of them, and will as you learn those. You rise from one to another to that 

place where you will find that your whole treatment will be a very, very quick realization of 

some kind.  

Don’t try to go into deeper water than is possible. Don’t try faith healing, don’t try, “Oh, 

God is all,” unless you have an actual awareness of it, you’ll let your patient down. You have got 

to have the conviction. Sometimes, it may be necessary for you to sit up all night to arrive at that 

point of conviction. And if it is, don’t be afraid to do it. I’m not. When I get a case of that kind, if 

it’s necessary to sit up all night, I haven’t any hesitancy in doing it, or in working for an hour or 

two or three for the realization, stopping and going back again. Why? Because I have found that 

it’s an utter impossibility living the life as we do with all of our radios blaring and news and all 

that, I find that it’s not a possibility for me to always be at this top level of consciousness. I may 

feel it humanly, but it isn’t always there, and so, if I find a call coming to me that disturbs me, 

that doesn’t give me the right reaction within, don’t you think for a minute that I don’t sit in 

meditation and sometimes go through some of these treatments to arrive at that state of 

consciousness, because I do. 

The object of the work is to arrive at a place where you are satisfied with your treatment; 

where you have the feeling, all is well. If you don’t have that, keep working. In one way or 

another, keep working, until you arrive at that point. Because it isn’t your human knowledge that 

does the healing, it isn’t your human holiness; it is arriving at a point of conviction. That’s what 

does the work. There must be that conviction there. 

Mrs. Eddy has another beautiful statement along that line: “When the practitioner realizes 

the truth, the patient is free.” But you know, she says, when the practitioner realizes the truth, not 

just knows the truth, or states the truth, realizes. Now, I say that same thing in a different way. I 

say when you get the “click;” when you get that feeling of Omnipresence; when you get that 

feeling that God is on the scene; let’s call it a feeling of assurance, when you are no longer 

concerned about your patient, you have realized the truth, and then you will find that your patient 

is free. 

But until then, you just have to keep trying. If your patient calls up tomorrow, “I’m worse,” 

you have to go back at it. Or if “I’m not quite as well,” you have to go back. Stick, stick, stick, as 

long as the patient will stick with you; you stick with the patient. When the patient gets tired of 
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you, they’ll let you know and will go seek another practitioner. And that’s their right. They 

should be free agent. Well once a person asks you for help and you have given it, they are not 

your patient any more. From the moment you have given the treatment, they belong to 

themselves and they can take themselves anywhere they want.  

Don’t get to looking for anybody to be your patient or to keep coming back to you. Every 

time you give a treatment, set them free. Know that they have the right to go anywhere where 

God leads them, because otherwise you are just going to try to hold them in bondage to your 

human selfhood, and they aren’t going to find healing that way. It might help your supply a little 

bit for a while, but in the end you lose more by it than you gain. Never try to hold a patient one 

minute after you have given them the treatment. Realize that at that minute they are free. If five 

minutes later they want to call another practitioner that is their prerogative.  

It’s the same way with our students. Our duty as teachers is not out here; it’s up here. It’s to 

maintain our own integrity so they get whatever benefit is possible, but when anyone out here 

feels that this is not their way or this is not their teaching or this is not their teacher, heavens, let 

them find it wherever and however they will. And it is the same with our Sunday lectures or our 

study group. When a person doesn’t feel like coming to a lecture, if they want to stay away once 

or a hundred times…. Remember, they’re fulfilling their own destiny in accord with their 

unfoldment from God. Never make the mistake of telling them that by coming to your service or 

your lecture, that they will be benefited. They will only be benefited by going where God directs 

them. Let each one be God directed. 

That is why, if you ever engage in this work, follow the line that I have done, when you’re 

introduced, don’t allow any adjectives about yourself or about the work or how wonderful you 

are. Just your message and state it, and whether it’s wonderful or not, let the other out here do it. 

And in advertising, we don’t have to advertise. If we want to send out an announcement or even 

publish one in the paper, that Sunday morning is going to be an Infinite Way lecture, just let it 

say so, but let’s not put anything around it that would entice anyone in. Just let them know that it 

is going to be, and let Christ drive them there or away from there.  

Always let everyone be free. Don’t have a personal sense of responsibility for anyone. Your 

responsibility is to your own inner integrity. That is your own conscious oneness with God. If 

you’re maintaining that, you are maintaining your oneness with every bit of spiritual good that 

belongs to you and you won’t have to advertise for it or solicit it or hold on to it when it comes to 

you, but rather loose it and let it go. And you’ll find that it works. 

On this subject of treatment, please don’t be bound or limited by anybody’s concept of 

treatment, not even mine. I don’t want it. There is what I know about treatment in those books. In 

addition to that, what I have given in class. Use it as it fits your own consciousness and then go 

on from there. And you may evolve something better than has ever been known. But if you don’t 

rely on the Christ to do it for you, if you rely on what someone says, you never will evolve.  

If we give no heed to an individual patient as such, then wouldn’t one treatment suffice for 

any number of patients? That would depend on your consciousness, wouldn’t it? First place, it 

isn’t your treatment that does anything for a patient, it’s their contact with your consciousness. 

Now, it is an impossibility to give one treatment to a lot of patients. Why? Because only one 

patient at a time has been able to get through to you to ask for help. And the treatment is 

supposed to have been given at the instant of the request. Now there was only one request. Mrs. 

Jones called on the telephone and asked for help. And at that instant, the treatment was given. 

How could you have given a group treatment when only one person was asking for help? 
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And so it is, at all times, only one claim and one person is brought to our thought at a time, 

so we can only give one treatment for that particular incident or occasion. Now, when we are in 

meditation or when we are reading scripture or metaphysics, it is true, that we will have 

unfoldments of God and because of that, there may have been ten patients calling on us and all of 

them receive the benefit of that unfoldment. But you remember, we were not treating the ten.  

I’m going to illustrate that again with an experience in Boston. On one of those February 

days when we had the city full of grippe and flu, I went home one night with something like 

twenty odd calls that had come in from people with cold, grippe, and flu. When I got to my 

office the next morning, enough more so that altogether, I had thirty-three cases, if you want to 

call them cases, of different degrees of cold, flu, and grippe. Now at one o’clock, I looked at my 

appointment book to see who had the next appointment, and I beheld a very strange thing. I had 

no appointments from one to two. And this was at a time in my practice when that never 

happened. There was no such thing, and my appointments were fifteen minutes, and there were 

four every hour, all day.  

That looked like a miracle, God must have put that hour there because I had not intentionally 

done it. And so, I thought well, God, there’s a message here for me, so I closed the door, just as 

if I were busy and sat down and said, “Now Father, let’s get together on this. Why have I got this 

hour? As I sat there meditating, this came to me very clearly: There are not thirty-three cases of 

flu; there is only one belief of infection and contagion. Oh-h. That’s quite different. Now I only 

have one case, and that case is the belief in infection and contagion.  

Well, what’s the truth about infection and contagion, and then the answer came back, since 

God is the only cause and creator, if there is such a thing as infection, God must be the infector, 

and if there is such a thing as contagion, the only contagion there could be would be that which 

God would infect with and that would be his own qualities: life, truth, and love. And who’s 

afraid of that kind of contagion and infection? Before I left my office that afternoon, I did not 

have any of those thirty-three patients. They were clear.  

The next day, I had a call to go out to the Christian Science Benevolent Home in Pleasant 

View and the girl at the desk said that about one third of the patients at the home there had the 

grippe or flu or colds and about twenty five percent of the help. And not meaning to say it, it just 

came out too quickly, I said, “That’s your fault.”  

She looked up, “My fault?’  

“Why certainly. Don’t you know that you are the doorkeeper in the house of the Lord? Isn’t 

that what you’re sitting at this desk for, as a doorkeeper?”  

“Well, yes.”  

“What did you let it in for? It had to come in through the door. You know what came in here 

was the belief of infection and contagion, wasn’t it.” 

She said, “Yes.” 

“Well, somebody had to open the door and let it in. It only takes one to close the door. And 

in as much as you are the doorkeeper, it seems to me you’re the one to get busy and ask yourself, 

‘Can a belief in a selfhood apart from God enter the doorway of God, can it enter God’s temple, 

divine Consciousness, individual consciousness? See what happens.’” 

She said, “That’s an idea.” 

And she called me the next day and said they were pretty close to being clear there at the 

Benevolent Home. She had worked on that idea all day. Now she was not trying to give one 

treatment to all those people, you understand that, don’t you? She was merely trying to clear her 
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own consciousness as I was in my office of the belief in a selfhood or a condition apart from 

God, and of course, those who were tuned in, got the benefit of it. 

Never in our work do we give single treatments to a multiplicity of people. Never, never. 

Every claim is met at the point of contact. You will find this in the writings. Every point, every 

claim is met at the point of contact. For instance, if a claim is brought to my attention this 

minute, it doesn’t make a difference if I hear somebody coughing, I see something out here, I get 

a telephone message—the moment it registers in my thought, that is the moment of the 

treatment. That is the moment when I am being tempted to believe in a selfhood apart from God.  

I don’t have to tell you that if I walked along the street and felt the temptation to break into a 

jewelry store window and run away, that if I sat down to temporize and think about it, and say 

I’ll give myself a treatment tonight, it might be too late. I might succumb to the temptation, and 

that would be too bad. The time to meet the temptation is when it is presented, then you have no 

difficulty with it afterward. 

Now, believe me, there is no such thing as giving a treatment tonight. Don’t ever believe 

that. Don’t ever believe that you are wholly honest if you tell someone, “I’ll give you a treatment 

an hour from now.” You can’t do it; it’s too late. You’ve let in the temptation; you’ve taken in 

the claim. Five minutes from now is too late. By the time you sit around, working with it, or 

waiting for it, you’ve accepted it. Then it’s the blind leading the blind.  

Remember that the only thing that constitutes a practitioner is an individual who is one with 

God, that is one with Truth. So if you believe in the call that is coming to you, to the extent of 

saying, “I’ll do something about it later,” haven’t you accepted it as well as the patient? Now the 

patient’s waiting for you to get rid of it, and you’re waiting for time to get rid of it. No, no, no. 

Every claim must be met at the point of contact. That means that as soon as you hear the call, as 

soon as you receive the call for help, that is the instant when your treatment must take place, 

whatever the nature of the treatment is. Whether or not you want to realize something specific, or 

whether you just want to snap your fingers and say, “Well, mortality is a myth, that has nothing 

to do with me.” Regardless of what your treatment is to be, it must be at the minute of contact. 

Don’t you see that? 

You hear three cars smash up out there, don’t wait till you get home tonight to give them a 

treatment. Mortal belief may have given them a treatment before you get to it, and it will be too 

late. Now would be the time to know that only the activity of God is taking place and only the 

activity of immortal, eternal life is going on, but know it now. Then you give the fellow out there 

the chance to get up and walk away. Not have to be healed later. 

Every claim, regardless of its name or nature, must be met at the point of contact with your 

thought. That instant—whether it’s on the telephone, whether you are opening your mail, and 

you find a request for help in your mail, or whether you are just walking along the street.  

I have told this story, I think before. This is one my teacher told me, my Christian Science 

teacher. He was walking along the street one day and he had a terrible feeling of death around 

him. At the same time, he thought of a man, a patient, who was having great financial 

difficulties, business difficulties, and he associated the call with that man, and he immediately 

gave a treatment. Immediately, walking along the street, gave a treatment in the realization of 

one life, the only life, the all life, and so forth.  

He said a few days later this man walked into his office and said, “I had a very, very strange 

experience. I just about thought I couldn’t pull out of this, so I went to Chicago and decided to 

commit suicide. I wrote my note, was sitting at the desk, put the gun up to my temple and 

somebody knocked it out of my hands. I thought that was a sign for me not to use it. You see 
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that? Supposing he had been so busy walking along the street that he was going to give a 

treatment later. No. That was the very instant that the treatment was necessary. The call had 

come to him even without telephones and without mail. Why, because he, himself, was living in 

his conscious oneness with God, and he was made aware of everything necessary for him to 

know.  

Always if you keep your conversation in heaven; if you keep living in your conscious 

oneness with God, everything that’s necessary for you to know at any time will be given to you. 

It will come in the form of your own thought; it might come in the form of a picture you see. It’ll 

come in some form to you so that you will know it. Now, all you have to do is to realize your 

conscious oneness with God all the time. Twenty hours a day, twenty-four hours a day, 

eighteen—as many hours as you are awake, and remember it while falling asleep, so you remain 

in this body of consciousness while you’re sleeping. Your conscious oneness with God makes 

everything available to you. 

 


