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Good evening.  

Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain, that build it. Here you have the 

major secret of spiritual living. You have confirmation of this passage in many others. 

“Thou will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee.” “Acquaint now 

thyself with Him, and be at peace.” “Acknowledge Him in all thy ways.” “Lean not unto 

thine own understanding.” Then the 15
th

 Chapter of John: If you abide in the word and let 

the word abide in you, you will bear fruit richly. If you do not abide in the word, and let 

the word abide in you, you will be as a branch of the tree that is cut off, and withereth. 

Now, such passages as these are to be found in the Hebrew and in the Christian 

scripture, but they’re also to be found in every one of the Oriental scriptures. And the 

meaning is clear. Since even the great Master could say, “I of my own self can do nothing; 

the Father within me, He doeth the works.” How much more true must that be of us that 

we can do nothing, except God do it through us, or for us, or as us? He that is within me, 

is greater than he that is in the world. He performeth that which is given me to do. 

All of these, you see, are confirmations of the great revelation of all time—that we 

are as nothing, except insofar as we are led by the Spirit of God; guided by the mind, 

intelligence of God; empowered with the love of God; and of course have God’s grace at 

every step of our journey. The presence goes before me to make the crooked places 

straight. That presence walks beside me, it comes behind as a rear guard. I go to prepare 

a place for you. 

All of these bring to light the secret of spiritual living, without which no individual 

can prosper spiritually. Now, by human might and human will, it is possible if one is 

strong enough to go out and battle the world and be a great success. Without any 

assurance of course that it will last forever, and that one may not be pulled down, in the 

end. 

But for one to go through life joyously, fearlessly, successfully, harmoniously, it is 

absolutely necessary that one have that which is called “the Father within,” or “the 

presence,” or “He that is within me.” To make these statements about God, and about the 

presence and power of God, is only a first step toward spiritual living; and it is only an 

important step, because without it, we will not reach that second step. 

Let us see now, as human beings, we exist very much as pendulums…a pendulum 

standing right here and hanging right here; but, of itself it cannot move, neither to the 

right nor to the left. It must be acted upon, and it will move in accordance with the way it 

is acted upon. It has no control, none whatsoever; it must obey whatever energy moves it 

and in whatever direction it is moved. 

That is the ordinary human being who awakens in the morning, gets up, gets dressed, 

eats, rushes out to work, and is ready to be moved by any influence that is in the air. If it 

is infection or contagion, he will come up with infection and contagion; if it is headlines 

of war or rumors of wars, he will come up with fears and anxieties: if there’s the sign of a 

commercial layoff or strike, fear will strike at his heart and almost stop it. Surely in times 

of prosperity, the average man prospers to some degree—in times of panic, he suffers. In 
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wartime, if he stays home, he probably gets rich; and if he goes to war, he gets killed or 

injured, or wounded, or loses his ideals. 

This is not true of a man who embarks on a spiritual path, and who learns not merely 

to recite scripture, but to apply it as if it were … which it really is, a principle of life, the 

Book of Life, the Book of Life harmonious, the Book of Life eternal. 

So let us go back to our start for a moment, and agree that we have embarked on a 

spiritual way of living. Now this does not mean that we will change our occupation for the 

moment; or that we will change our family life or community life. It means that we will 

introduce a new note into our present life, and that new note will be the application of 

certain scriptural principles of life. 

The first one, and the most important that must be embodied is this which Brother 

Lawrence has called, Practicing the Presence of God. In other words, living and moving 

and having one’s being in the word of God; keeping the word of God alive in one; abiding 

in the word and letting the word abide in one; so that on rising in the morning or, even 

before rising … on first awakening in the morning, it should become necessary to 

consciously remember:  

This is God’s day and God has gone before me, to make the crooked places 

straight. God has gone before me to bless. God will be with me every step of my 

way. Omnipresence guarantees that, That if I go up to heaven, I will find God; and 

if I make my bed in hell, I will find God if I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, I will find God; and therefore, there will be no time during this day in 

which I will be outside of the realm of God. I will keep my mind stayed on God. I 

will acquaint myself now with Him and acknowledge Him in all my ways. 

We rise out of the bed, we start our physical preparations for the day; we sit ourselves 

down to breakfast; and here comes a glorious opportunity of realizing that without God, 

there is no food. God is the very life of all that is. God is that which has given us our daily 

bread. God is that which has provided infinite abundance: the cattle on a thousand hills 

are there; the fields are ripe, the sun, the moon and the stars bear witness to God’s glory. 

The earth sheweth forth His handiwork. Everything testifies to the presence of God 

supplying us, blessing us. 

In this modern age of fast automobiles and faster airplanes, it really becomes 

necessary for us to consciously remember that, in the car, on the road or up in the air or 

down in the sea: God’s grace is with me. The place whereon I stand is holy ground. 

Whether that place is heaven or hell, or the valley of the shadow of death—the place 

whereon I stand is holy ground. Why? Because where I am, God is. Omnipresence 

assures us that “I cannot walk outside the kingdom of God, ” as long as I abide in the 

word of God, and let the word of God abide in me. 

We go to business and we have business problems, and in that old human life these 

business problems can be very serious ones. We even have a new disease called 

vocational diseases. But, these do not come nigh the dwelling place of the individual who, 

when he tackles his problems remembers:  

He performeth that which is given me to do. He that is within me is greater than 

any problem that I can be faced with. I am not alone. If I walk through the waters: 

God is with me; if I go through the flames—God is with me. There is no place 

where I can be that God is not present where I am, as long as I am where God is: 
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in the word of God, and that word is me. As long as I abide in Him and He abides 

in me consciously, how can I step outside of God’s grace? 

Noontime is another opportunity for gratitude. Whether or not we recite our thanks 

openly at the table in the form of grace, as it is often said; or whether we do it silently, 

sacredly, secretly, within us, is a matter really of our own choice, and that dependent, of 

course, on our background. Actually, if we were to take the words of Christ Jesus literally, 

we would say grace silently, secretly, sacredly; where no man could hear us; and no man 

could observe that we are praying; that we are giving thanks and praise. For we are told in 

Matthew, that when we pray, do not pray where you can be seen of men, go into your 

sanctuary and pray, and the Father that seeth in secret will reward thee openly. That 

doesn’t exclude the opportunity of uniting in church, in temple, in synagogue or 

meetinghouse to unite in prayer and thanksgiving. Oh no! That is merely carrying out, 

where two or more are gathered together, in My name. That is merely another occasion. 

But let it not be believed that we must limit our prayers to those occasions. We must pray 

as Paul taught, without ceasing, and that means that we really should take more 

opportunity for praying silently, secretly, sacredly than even those opportunities for public 

worship. 

It has been said many, many times, that “to live the life of Christ is an impossibility 

in this modern age.” Any such statement is sacrilegious and untruthful. It is possible to 

live the Christ life in this age. It is true that at first it may make one seem strange to 

others. But we need not make a public display of our life in Christ; we can let it be seen 

by its effects. Just as every student of ours has been taught not to proselyte; not to boast, 

not to brag, but rather to keep the fingers on the lips, and let one’s life bear witness to the 

principle that we live by. 

Oh, I have heard students tell me how difficult it was when their friends smoked, but 

they didn’t. Their friends took a cocktail or highball, but they didn’t. I realize that. I 

realize how strange it is when our students first begin to withdraw from those 

conversations or parties where jokes of an off-color nature are told, or do not participate 

in that. I realize that it’s a little strange, but it’s not impossible and it’s not even difficult; 

it is only a little strange at first. 

Very, very soon we find a miracle. The very people who at first thought us strange, 

now begin to honor us—that we are not slaves of tobacco, or of alcohol, or of drugs; that 

we are not indulging in the immoralities or the obscenities of part of this human world; 

and we find that we are more highly respected for those qualities than even in the 

beginning we were ridiculed for them. 

In the same way, it has been said that businessmen cannot follow the golden rule. 

One need only examine into such businesses as that of J.C. Penny, or the Golden Rule 

Tailors of Cincinnati, which is a national organization, to see how ridiculous that is. To 

see how possible it is to live by these principles. There are millions of people who have 

pointed out that they cannot tithe, because 10% of their income is too much to give to a 

spiritual activity … they can’t afford it. They would only have to look at men who are 

now giving 60, 70 and 80% of their income to spiritual activities, and still have wealth left 

over, every year to know that it’s a fallacy, to believe that there is anyone on earth who 

cannot tithe … if, if he can meet the requirements of tithing. Probably I shouldn’t have 

said requirements, because there is only one requirement to tithing, only one; one has to 
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feel gratitude for one’s spiritual activity, if one has gratitude for that, 10% becomes a very 

small amount out of a hundred percent. 

If one’s spiritual activity brings peace of heart, peace of mind, peace of soul, and 

sometimes even bodily comfort, physical health, moral stamina, 10% is very little. But let 

no one believe that they will be rewarded by giving that 10%, for one cannot bargain with 

God. That 10% is a freewill offering of gratitude, with no strings attached, and if one 

cannot give it in that sense, let them not give it, let them cut it down to five percent, four 

percent, three percent, two percent, until such time as it begins to flow as gratitude. Then 

we find that gratitude is a quality of love and love is God. And the moment that gratitude 

is flowing, God is flowing; love is flowing; and all of the wheels of life are lubricated. 

You must see this: That except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that 

build it. And, this statement must not be used as a cliché; it must not be used as a 

quotation; it must not be used as an affirmation. It must be understood, that it means this: 

before undertaking any activity, and certainly this means the day’s experience in the 

morning, do not expect too much of that day, if you haven’t had the actual experience of 

God contact and have had that inner assurance: “I am on the field.” 

The God experience is not a mental one, and it is not an intellectual one. All that we 

know mentally or intellectually is merely a footstep leading to the experience of God 

contact or God realization—whatever term you wish to use, for the actual experience of 

being in the presence of God and knowing it. 

You see, prayer in its true sense is a communion with God. It is not begging God; it is 

not beseeching God; it is not asking God; it is a communion with God. A communion 

with God can only be held in silence, even though at the start of that communion we may 

find it necessary to mentally rehearse—remember consciously some of these passages of 

scripture. That helps to bring concentration to the mind; it helps to quiet it; and then, then 

when this quiet does descend upon us, then begins the experience of prayer or 

communion, in which we may feel, rather then say, “Speak Lord Thy servant heareth. I 

am listening for that still small voice;” and then, with receptive heart, with quiet mind, be 

still—one minute, two minutes, maybe three—and eventually there comes that inner 

feeling of peace or release. 

Often, the voice Itself is heard, with specific messages. Most often it is not the voice, 

but it is an awareness, a feeling of a presence within—a gentle presence, a restful or 

peaceful influence. Sometimes it comes as a release, as if all of a sudden the weight were 

gone off the shoulder, and oh, and then we know that we’re in the presence of God and 

that presence goes before us to make the crooked places straight. That presence is with 

us, that is the presence that performeth, that which is given us to do. Now we can say; 

“The house will be built; the watching will take place for God is on the field.” 

To pray without ceasing—and this is the sum and substance of the spiritual or 

mystical life—means that on every occasion of day and night we permit ourselves to have 

a conscious thought of God, in one way or another. That regardless of what we’re doing, 

that there is an area of consciousness, always alive and alert, in which we are receptive to 

whatever may come, at any hour of the day or night. It really means that on retiring at 

night, that one dare not fall asleep without the conscious realization that “my Father 

worketh,” even when I’m asleep. I am receptive and responsive to the divine impulse, 

even when I’m asleep. I am never so deeply asleep that I cannot be quickly wakened by 

the Spirit, if it has a message for me—a direction, a protection. 
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Yes, to think of the spiritual life as it is sometimes taught, as being necessary to go 

away to an Ashrama or a convent or a whatever the name is, for men, the equivalent of 

convent, what do they call them?…Monastery. Yes, monastery. Surely, you must never 

doubt that those who can go to a convent or a monastery or an Ashrama, and leave the 

world outside, there is tremendous, tremendous benefit in the experience; whether one 

goes for a day, a week, a month, or as some few do, leave this world to live that life. That 

is why these retreats that are now being organized in the protestant churches, as they have 

been for so many years in the Roman Catholic churches; that is why these retreats are of 

such tremendous importance to men, especially of the business world, who can go away 

from Friday night to a Monday morning, and live a life of meditation, prayer, 

concentration, on the things of God. But, for those who cannot take advantage of that 

opportunity, there still exists twenty four hours of every day in which one can retire into 

the sanctuary of their own being. 

Nowadays more churches than ever keep open during the day for people to come in 

for periods of meditation and prayer. Business houses have washrooms, homes have 

washrooms, or a lanais; everyone who really and truly is led of the Spirit will find dozens 

of opportunities during the day for this retiring within, to realize God’s grace, and that is 

of course the goal. 

When we arrive at that place where we no longer live by might, nor by power; not by 

physical might nor by mental power, but by the grace of God, when the grace of God 

performs our tasks through us, within us, When the grace of God is ever-at-hand, to 

advise, to instruct, to lead, that is the goal of the spiritual life. Not necessarily as the 

Master said; “I do not pray that my disciples be taken out of the world. Leave them in the 

world but not of it; ” So do we in the spiritual or mystical path say, “Do not leave this 

world.” This world needs you in business, in schools, in politics, in courts; but it needs 

you there with the presence of God abiding. 

There are those who serve outside of what is called “this world,” and bring great 

blessings to this world—for some are called to that. But until one is called, one must 

remain in the world, but not be of it. We have lived through centuries where the religious 

work of the world was carried on by ministers, and priests and rabbis, and the rest were 

laymen—that day is fast, fast fading. There still will be the ministers, the priests and the 

rabbis—as the teachers, as those who lead the way; those who are at the forefront. They 

will instruct, and they will show by their example the fruits of spiritual living. 

But if each one of us isn’t a minister or a priest, we will fail of our mission. For it is 

intended that every man shall live by grace; every man shall be of the kingdom of God; 

every man shall be a minister in one form or another; not to serve in the capacity of the 

minister of the church, but to serve as a minister in the capacity where he is: in business, 

in court, in school. But carrying that same spiritual integrity that he expects of his 

minister; carrying that same spiritual light that he expects of his minister; carrying the 

same integrity that he expects of his minister; carrying those qualities, letting the minister 

be the example; and then each one following and carrying those same Christly qualities 

into this world, thereby transforming this world from earth to heaven. 

Heaven and earth you know are one; it’s all a state of consciousness—you make your 

heaven; you make your hell. There are many people in this paradise of Hawaii—unhappy, 

miserable, sick and sinful; and others who say, “It can’t be, this is a paradise.” There is no 
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such place as a paradise; paradise is the state of being which you are; when … when you 

have learned to live in God’s grace, through God’s grace, to abide in the word and let the 

word abide in you. 

Our experience dates, as you know, from the time when it was shown to me that the 

reason for the discords of the world is that God is not in this world; that God is only in 

that part of this world where God is realized. That the rest of the world can burn up; the 

rest of the world can go to war and be shot to pieces; the rest of the world can be bombed; 

no God is interfering in that. Prayers are going on all the time, if one may dignify them 

with that name … ineffectual. Peace has been prayed for since long before the Master’s 

day—never has been achieved. 

And the reason is that God is where God is realized, and where God is realized, the 

grace of God is in expression. You will find, wherever you find groups of people who 

have attained God realization, you’ll find peace, and integrity and health and safety and 

security. You’ll find that these things are not at the mercy or whim of men. It is literally 

true that you need not fear man whose breath is in his nostril, you need not fear what 

mortal man can do to you, if so be you have attained this inner contact with the Father. 

Paul revealed much of this to me, when he made it so clear that you are not children of 

God, except: If so be the Spirit of God dwell in you. He made it so clear that a human 

being cannot please God, and does not live under the law of God. But when that same 

human being receives the Spirit of God in him, then does he become the Son of God; then 

does he live under God’s grace. 

Therefore it behooves us not to go around prating about God, talking about God, but 

attaining God realization; living and moving and having our being in this word, until the 

Spirit Itself takes over, and begins to live our life. There too it was Paul who told us, “I 

live, yet not I, Christ liveth my life.” And the Master said, “I of my own self can do 

nothing; if I speak of myself, I bear witness to a lie; it is the Father within me.”  So do we 

“Abide in this word and let this word abide in us, ” until the Father within us is no longer 

a quotation, but an experience. 

When that spirit of the Lord God is upon you, then are you ordained, not only to heal 

the sick, but even to prevent sickness, to raise the dead, to preach the gospel, to feed the 

hungry. God must be to us a living experience, and the Bible must be to us a living book. 

You see, if we read the Old Testament, and we can go back to the story of Moses, we find 

these Hebrew people who ostensibly were very religious, and who were always sure that 

their God was doing something for them—what we don’t know—They were in slavery, 

they were in sin, they were in disease, but they had God on their lips all the time. 

But when Moses received God realization, illumination; that one man was able to 

carry the whole nation out of their slavery; not to keep them out, oh no, no. He was in the 

same position as Jesus, centuries later, when Jesus said, “Oh Jerusalem, oh Jerusalem, I 

would but ye would not.” Moses, wanted them to know and to obey the law, but they 

weren’t ready for the experience; and so they slipped back and they went forward and 

they slipped back and they went forward. But whenever a Hebrew prophet came, an 

individual who had attained God realization, that one or a dozen could lift the nation. 

So it was, the Hebrews in the time of Christ Jesus had this great, great temple, and all 

that went with it. They had lots of religion, lots of worship, lots of ceremonies, lots of 

sacrifices; they lacked only one thing—God. And then Christ Jesus comes: a man 
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ordained of God, filled with the Spirit of God; and see what miracles were performed with 

God in the midst of him. 

It was sometimes believed that only he had spiritual gifts and spiritual powers, but we 

do know that for three hundred years after the Master, great spiritual works were done by 

those who came under that same grace, if not to the same extent—in their measure. But 

spiritual works were performed on earth—spiritual healing, spiritual living, spiritual 

freedom, prosperity. For three hundred years the grace of God worked in and through 

those who themselves attained and achieved some measure of God realization. 

Throughout all time, this story has been repeated. Gautama the Buddha was certainly 

nothing but a rich man’s son, until he received his illumination, and then he became the 

head of his worldwide activity, and showering spiritual blessings on so many. Paul in his 

missions, John…I think of another of the great light that Maimonides, the Hebrew, 

brought to his people at a time when they were in dire slavery to the Roman Church—

persecuted, imprisoned, killed. One man, spiritually inspired with the grace of God 

changed the history of his people for centuries. Nanak, the great spiritual leader of the 

15th century created a religion of peace, of joy, of spiritual living that for three 

generations thrived as a people of peace. Only when they violated his teaching, “not to 

accumulate money,” because wealth needs soldiers to protect it; and only when they 

violated that and accumulated great wealth did they have to also create armies to protect 

it; and then the Sikhs became the warrior race of India—they who had been brought up on 

the same teaching as Jesus Christ, of Resist not evil. 

In this modern history, it has been my privilege and pleasure as you know to travel 

this world quite a few times, meeting some of the great spiritual lights, some of the 

mystics, some of those who are known and some of those who will never be publicly 

known. Always it is the same thing, having attained that grace—they are the leaders for 

groups that surround them. 

We know today, for we have seen this now in the past seventy five years, that 

wherever the Spirit of God enters the consciousness of an individual, he is set free, at least 

to some extent, from the inequalities of this world; the lacks, the limitations, the sins, the 

diseases, the desires. And even a grain of God realization is sufficient to set us apart from 

most of the world’s miseries. What two grains would do, remains yet to be seen. 

Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. Do you think for a moment that this is 

an idle statement? Do you think that this is merely a quotation or a cliché? This is a 

spiritual principle; this is a principle of life: Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

liberty. Where is the Spirit of the Lord? Where it’s realized. You might say truthfully that 

it fills all space. Indeed it does, but so did electricity before it was hooked up into electric 

lights and electric power and everything else. God does fill all space, but the activity of 

God is where God is realized, in the consciousness of those who live in the word and let 

the word live in them. And we have authority for that: If you do not live in this word and 

do not let this word live in you, you will be as a branch of the tree that is cut off and 

withereth. And let no man think that the human race isn’t that “branch that is cut off and 

withereth;” that is that part of the human race that is not living in the word, and letting the 

word live within them. 

Only in the abiding in this spiritual realization, is one connected with the vine, and 

the tree. The 15
th

 Chapter of John is the summary of the entire mystical life of man and 
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contains the entire secret of man’s harmonious immortal and eternal life, even on earth. 

“If you abide in this word, if you let Me abide in you, you will bear fruit richly; for you 

are the branch, I am the vine, and God is the tree.” If you do not keep this word God in 

your forehead, on your arm and on your doorstep, You will be as a branch of the tree that 

is cut off and withereth. 

You will live a life of chance, a life that today is called a statistic. Everybody has 

become a statistic. We all know where we can go and find out how much longer we’re 

going to live, what our chances are of an accident. We are statistics. Spiritual man is not a 

statistic. The man who has the word of God abiding in him is not a statistic; he is a Son of 

God, living under the grace of God. 

Pray without ceasing, but don’t pray for food or clothing, or housing, or 

companionship, or money or employment—it profiteth you nothing. And don’t pray 

nearly as much for your friends as you do for your enemies, for it profiteth you nothing to 

pray for your friends. But if you pray for your enemies, you become Sons of God; pray 

for your enemies that ye may be the Sons of God. 

The Master has laid out for us a code of life, which we can follow. It is not a code of 

life that is reserved only for those in the monasteries and convents; it is for those of us 

who walk this business world, this outside life. We can be prospered in our business, in 

our professions, in our arts and in our sciences by the presence of God. We can be 

protected, fed, maintained and sustained, by the presence of God in whatever activity we 

engage in as long as that activity is not a violation of the Holy Spirit. And sometimes, 

when that activity is in violation of God’s law, and the prayer is sincere enough, we are 

lifted out of that occupation into another. 

I had that to meet one time when a man came to my office, and said, “I need help 

desperately, but I know I can’t get it. I represent a brewery, and I can’t believe that God 

will ever answer my prayer while I’m out selling that stuff to men, to befuddle them.” 

And my answer was, “The place whereon thou standeth is holy ground,” if you need help, 

and you really and truly are turning to God for it—your help will come. What its result on 

your work will be, I have no way of knowing. But I do know this: the mission of the 

Christ on earth was to forgive sinners, not to condemn them; he never sent them into outer 

darkness, he forgave them; the woman taken in adultery or the thief on the cross, “Neither 

do I condemn thee, go and sin no more.” His whole mission was one of showing forth 

God’s grace where you are, and letting that grace lift you out of where you are. 

Peter had to learn that lesson, when he tried to remain a Hebrew, and refused to eat 

the meat of the pig. Which later would have kept him from going to Cornelius, the 

unclean, the filthy gentile; he had to learn, “Call nothing unclean, which God hath 

created,” and God made all that was made. And this man who did turn seriously to God, 

within two weeks was lifted out of his occupation, and into another one. 

Oh yes! Where we are now in life, is the result of the erroneous states of 

consciousness that have governed us. But, if in that erroneous state we are turned to the 

Father’s house … oh yes, yes, we have the experience of the prodigal. Right where he was 

in his banquet with the swine, when he turned, he was led out and back to the Father’s 

house. There is no place where you can be; in heaven, in hell, in the valley of the shadow 

of death, where you cannot reach out to God and be reached and lifted out. 

There’s only one price: sincerity, integrity. Lip service when we’re in trouble brings 

us few answers, if any. Too many say, “Oh Lord, Lord,” when they’re in deep trouble, but 
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haven’t yet reached the state of integrity to mean it, as is so often proven when they get 

out of the trouble and then go back again, to sin again. The Master warned against that 

state of thought—“Go and sin no more; neither do I condemn thee, but go and sin no more 

lest a worse thing come upon you.” Showing that there may be those who, in their 

distress, seem to turn to God; and either get no result, or if they do get a temporary result, 

sink back. I say that regardless of where you are at any given moment: on your death bed, 

or in sin, if the turning to God is not merely to overcome the present evil, but really in the 

sense of repentance, in the sense of realization, then it is possible to go from one extreme 

to the other, as Francis Thompson went from the gutter as a drug addict, to one of 

England’s great mystics. 

Let us, not only with ourselves, but with those who come to us for comfort and help, 

let us never take the attitude of condemnation, regardless as to where they may be at any 

given moment. Let us accept them at face value, and give them every bit of help we can. 

If we help them out and they don’t hold it, that is their affair. If their own insincerity 

prevents their being helped, that is their affair. 

Our part is not to judge, criticize, condemn, but to hold out that which we have; Silver 

and gold have I none, but such as I have, give I unto thee. And whether one is crippled 

mentally, physically, morally, or financially, we do have our God realization to offer 

those who seek us. How it changes their lives—that is something for them to ponder and 

to demonstrate. 

There are, in our work, two parts to your prayer or meditation period. The first part is 

that in which you consciously remember, declare or think these spiritual principles, 

spiritual promises, spiritual experiences of scripture—bring them to conscious memory, to 

conscious thought, dwell on them, ponder them, if possible even contemplate them until 

some spiritual factor is revealed. Then comes the period of quiet for listening. It is the 

beginning of a meditation in which the inner ear is opened, as if to hear that voice of God. 

Always remembering that when God utters His voice, the earth melteth. If you receive a 

spiritual impulse within you, remember that the particular problem is melting, 

disappearing out of your life. 

Never forget that it is an impossibility to attain even a blink of an eye of God 

realization and not have some problem of human experience dissolve. And so it is that in 

that second part of our prayer or meditation, we are almost a vacuum; we are a 

transparency, we are a state of awareness as if expecting some inner unfoldment, or inner 

feeling, or inner experience. We dare not outline what it is, because we do not know the 

nature of God’s demonstration for us. We may think we need a home, we may think we 

need a trip, we may think we need employment—we dare not pray for those things—we 

must always have the attitude in our prayer of not my will be done, but Thine. 

One thing to remember: no prayer must ever be advising God or seeking in any way 

to influence God. Don’t let yourself be trapped into those side issues; you cannot 

influence God. God is the same yesterday, and today, and forever. If you are not receiving 

God’s grace, it is only because you are out of contact. Bring yourself back into contact, 

and the grace will flow. God is the all-knowing mind; you cannot tell God what you need; 

you dare not ask for bread, or housing, or clothing, or employment, or health. God is the 

Infinite Intelligence of this universe, and He knoweth your need before you do; and it is 

His good pleasure to give you the kingdom even before you ask. 
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Therefore, you must go to God a humble soul, an empty soul, “Fill me Lord, be Thou 

my grace”—that’s all. And when God realization takes place, you’ll find your needs will 

be fulfilled, for God is a law of fulfillment; God is fulfillment. Let it not be believed that 

mortal man is wiser than God. Let it not be believed that God will go out of His way to do 

for you what God is not doing for me. 

God’s rain falls on the just and the unjust. Make the contact, and you will find God’s 

grace flowing and never will you have to tell God what you need or want. Never will you 

have to try to influence God on your behalf, or on behalf of another. If you open yourself 

as we do, that God fill your consciousness, God fills the need of everyone who has been 

drawn into your consciousness and you may not ever know in what way, or to what 

degree, nor is it your business. Nor is it your business to know how God blesses, to what 

extent or who, your part is to be a transparency for God. 

When Jesus was healing multitudes, I am sure that Jesus did not concern himself with 

whether it was Jones, Brown or Smith who got healed, or to what extent. There he was, 

the Son of God: abiding in the word, letting the word abide in him; and the Spirit of God 

flowed through him, and It healed the multitude. 

That is our function—“to bless.” Not that we have virtues to bless, but that our 

presence, when we are a humble transparency, becomes the blessing—because we are the 

instrument through which God’s grace flows. 

 

 

 


