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Good evening. 

 

I think there was a time when if I had said that I'm happy to be back here in New York, I wouldn't 

really have meant it. There was a time when I moved to the west after New York, and how wonderful 

it is that this chapter is ended. 

 

I know better now. It is really and truly a pleasure to come back here to New York. It is equally a 

pleasure to go wherever I'm called. In these years, I've learned a tremendous lesson, and that is that 

there is no such thing as a good city or a bad city. I had already learned years and years ago 

through my travels abroad that there's no such thing as a nation of good people or a nation of bad 

people. There are good and there are bad in a land, but it has nothing to do with the land itself. It 

just has to do with the fact that in human nature there is both good and evil. And so when we learn 

that there is nothing good or bad but thinking makes it so, that is an accurate statement. That is a 

truthful statement. 

 

In the same way as many of you perhaps refer to those good old days, I have done that many, many 

times, and then had people who were suffering either disease or poverty, unhappiness of some sort 

in those very good old days say, “What was so good about them?” 

 

And so it is that in these days that so much of the world is calling very bad days, hard time, not 

necessarily economically, because temporarily there is in many places in the world a false prosperity, 

but even those that are enjoying that false prosperity realize that it is false, that underneath there is 

nothing substantial to support it and wonder just when the balloon is going to burst. 

 

So that, if you were to judge from appearances, there were good old days, and these for many will 

someday be called good old days. There are some cities better than others, some climates better 

than others, some localities better than others, but that is all in accord with one's attitude at a 

particular time. 

 

I was in a flower shop one day in Hawaii, and the lady who was managing it had just been explaining 

to me that she had come over some months before on a visit, loved it so much that she went home, 

broke up her home where she had married children and had some grandchildren, came over to 

Hawaii where she would have to live alone, no family and no friends, and work for her living, but that 

she would rather be doing that than to be home with her own family and her own relatives and to 

be supported, because Hawaii was so wonderful. Now, while she was explaining that to me, a guest 

at the hotel came in, ordered something in the way of flowers, and she began to speak to him about 

how wonderful today is, and “don't you find Hawaii enchanting?” He said, “You know, I'm getting 

irritated with this thing about Hawaii. I can't see anything good here, and I've made my reservations 

to get out of town.” 

 

Well, there is nothing good or bad but thinking makes it so, until you find a principle of life that 

changes your entire attitude; and you begin to see that really and truly not only that there is nothing 



good or bad but thinking makes it so, but actually there is nothing good or bad. The only thing that 

is, there is a world and this is it, but the complexion of it depends on our approach to it, or our 

attitude to it, or our reaction to it. There really is no such thing as a world that is good and bad or a 

city good and bad. There is no such thing as a people good or bad. 

 

The world has, in my day, and that means in the day of many of you here tonight, gone through two 

terrific world wars and a third one somewhat less in intensity and duration and certainly all of this 

time with the prospects of another one just around the corner; and so you might say that we have 

been a generation, except in the very earliest days of our experience, a generation living on the 

edge of a volcano. And there are some younger than most of us who have no recollection even of 

those good old days of peace or intervals between wars and who have only the recollection of the 

wars, the Depression, the lack, and the jazz age. 

 

Now, a student of history can tell you that this same picture has been going on since time began. 

There never has been a time that could rightly be called “the good old days.” There were wars, 

rumors of wars, continuation of wars all through that period of the Hebrew history before Christ, and 

famine, and drought, and locusts, and all the evils that you read about in one paper. And after the 

time of the Master, during and after, there were persecutions; there were wars; there were tyrannies. 

Civilizations have disappeared from the face of the globe and again the continuity of warfare—

Hundred Year War, Thirty Year War, War of the Roses, War of the American Independence, Indian 

Wars, War of 1812, Civil War, Spanish American War. 

 

There just seems to be no end to wars and to depression. This is the history of mankind. This is the 

history of the human race, and the question that comes to the mind of every thinker is this:  Are 

these to be the histories also of the future generations, and, if so, why should we go on having 

children? Why be so happy about having grandchildren? If they have nothing to look forward to but 

being cannon fodder and worse, because, whereas in the old days it was only the soldiers and the 

inhabitants of the cities under attack that had direct danger, but now there isn't anyone in an 

isolated place on the face of the globe that isn't subject to the terrors of present-day warfare. And a 

man and woman would rightly be able to say to themselves, “Why should we have children? Why 

should we encourage our children to have children, if warfare and depression and locusts are to be 

the future of these children?” 

 

The answer to all of that is this. From the earliest days of which we have record, men have been, and 

women, have been reaching out for something greater than themselves. Men and women have 

been reaching out for something upon which they could lean, something upon which they could 

depend to relieve these conditions of mankind, of warfare, of humanness, and in some measure, a 

few have found the answer to that riddle. Those few have found peace on earth. Some of those have 

been able to say with the Master, “I have overcome the world.” Some have been able to actually live 

in the world and not be of it. Some have been able to go through their entire lifespan without 

feeling the effects of warfare, depressions, lack, limitation, unemployment, drought, but those few 

are those who attained some measure of spiritual realization. 

 

In the libraries of the world, you will find books on mysticism, books that were given to the world by 

mystics, that is, those who attained their conscious realization of God; and you'd be surprised how 

many of those all came to the same conclusion as the others who had attained that realization. In 

other words, whether the mystics were of China or Japan, later of India, or whether they were of the 

Hebrew days, or the latter Christian days, every mystic, every individual who attained inner 



realization found the self-same thing. They called it by different names. Naturally, their languages 

differ; and so it is that it is only natural that in China they should have called it “Tao,” and in India 

they should have called it “Brahma,” “Atman,” that in Japan they should have called it by some other 

name—“darshan.” It is only natural that the Hebrews should have called it “Emmanuel,” or “God with 

us,” or that when the Greeks translated the Hebrew documents that instead of Emmanuel, they 

should have called it “Christ.” 

 

For these words mean, in every language, they mean and refer to one thing—the spirit of God that is 

in every individual. Now what name you give it makes no difference. What your language is or what 

particular era you were born in will determine the name that you give it, but that which you are 

naming, remember, is the spirit of God that dwells in man. You can call it a “Messiah.” 

 

The Hebrews made a great mistake. I shouldn't say “the” Hebrews. I should say some Hebrews. 

When the Messiah was prophesied, they thought that they were referring to a man, and they were 

looking for a man to come on earth who in some miraculous way was going to save it. Course, there 

never could be such a thing as a man saving a world. There are too many parts of the world. There 

are too different types of nature. There are too many teachings in the world. No one man could 

appeal to the monotheism of the Hebrews and to the paganism of the Romans and the Greeks of 

that particular era. No one man could have satisfied the needs of the Hebrews of the Holy Land, and 

at the same time satisfy the needs of the Hindus in India, and the Chinese in China. The “Savior” 

couldn't be a man, but they didn't realize that. And so they centered their hopes in a man instead of 

in the Messiah, which means that in Greek the Christ, which means in English Savior, which actually is 

Emmanuel, or the presence of God. 

 

The Savior was prophesied, and the Savior was revealed by Jesus Christ to be the “Comforter,” or the 

spirit of God in you, which he called, “My Father and your Father. The Father within me, he doeth the 

works. My Father and your Father.” Paul carried this on later in teaching of an indwelling Christ, 

which he said, “Through which I can do all things. Through Christ, I can do all things.” He didn't say 

through a man. The man had already left the earth thirty-odd years before that statement was made 

but that which that man uttered remained on earth, and, as a matter of fact, he said it was on earth 

before he was. “Before Abraham was, I am.” You can only understand what that means when you 

understand who Abraham was. Abraham was the actual beginning of the Hebrew race, the father of 

the Hebrew race. And so the Master says, “Before there was a Hebrew race, before the Hebrew race 

began, before its creator or originator was on earth, I am.” In other words, Christ is. The spirit of God 

is, even before there's a Hebrew race to enjoy it. 

 

And he says, “I will be with you until the end of the world. I will never leave you nor forsake you.” 

Imagine the man who had said, “If I go not away, the Comforter will not come to you,” saying in the 

next breath, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” Was he contradicting himself? No, not at all. He 

meant what he said. “If I, Jesus, go not away, you will be relying on me to such an extent that the 

Christ Itself, the holy Comforter, will not come to your conscious awareness, and I had better get 

away from here while it is still time for you to realize that Christ is.” Before Abraham was, Christ is; 

and until the end of the world, Christ is, as the Father within you, as the very Christ of your being, as 

the very Emmanuel, as the very presence of God in you. 

 

Now, in his teaching, the Master told us something that today must be brought back to your 

conscious awareness and mine, if we are ever to transcend these human conditions, which will keep 

on in the future as they have in the past, unless we learn them. “If you abide in me, let my word 



abide in you, you will bear fruit richly. If you do not abide in this word, if you do not let this word 

abide in you, you will be as the branch that is cut off and withereth.” He was repeating the 91
st
 

Psalm. “Those that dwell in the secret place of the most High, none of these evils will come nigh their 

dwelling place.” He never denied that there are evils, but they will not come nigh your dwelling 

place. All of the evils of the world will not come nigh those who live in this Word and let this Word 

live in them. 

 

Do you remember this? “Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word that proceedeth out of 

the mouth of God.” Now, do you know what that is, the word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 

God? It isn't anything that you speak. It isn't anything that I speak. It isn't anything that any minister, 

rabbi, or priest speaks. It is a Word that God speaks that you shall live by, and where does God utter 

that? If God utters it in me, then I can live by that, but that doesn't save you. The proof of that is that 

God uttered it in Moses, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Isaiah, Elijah, Elisha, Jesus, John, Paul. Has it saved 

the world from these disasters, from then until now? No, it saved those in whom, to whom, through 

whom the Word was spoken. 

 

The message of The Infinite Way, which is nothing more nor less than my individual experience, the 

experience that I've lived my own lifetime is this. The Word of God to which I am receptive and 

which utters Itself in me has been the power that has lifted me out of many sicknesses, out of much 

worldliness, into this particular life, which I’ve been living for 27 years, and without the benefit of 

money, advertising, promotion, influence. It has carried this message of The Infinite Way around the 

entire Protestant world. It has found receptivity throughout that world. It has found acceptance and 

welcome, and it has certainly blessed many who are here, who are in every city where I talk to bear 

witness to the fact that they have benefited by this message. 

 

Actually, is it the message that has benefited them? And I will say to you, no. This benefit can't 

benefit you any more than your own Bible can benefit you or whatever church you were raised in 

can benefit you, and frankly, none of them can. All they can do, if you are willing, is to lead you back 

within yourself to where you learn to contemplate God and the things of God. Abide in the Word and 

let the Word abide in you, until you yourself begin to receive the Word of God in you, which 

becomes your Messiah, your Christ, your Emmanuel, your Tao, your darshan. 

 

The Master revealed that the Kingdom of God is within you, and he didn't make you dependent on 

any man, or book, or teaching. In fact, he said that the Kingdom of God is neither lo here nor lo 

there and that you do not have to worship in a holy mountain or at a temple, since the Kingdom of 

God is within you. The Allness—the realm of God—is within you. The Word of God is nigh unto thee. 

One of our mystical poets says, “closer than breathing, nearer than hands and feet.” The old Hebrew 

testament says, “in your very mouth.” 

 

Let it then be clearly understood that the world that lives without the Word of God that proceeds 

out of the mouth of God is a world that has been living in war, torment, poverty, prosperity 

temporarily, peace for a few years, back again into the old routine of trouble; and if the world 

continues in that same way of living, it will again have peace and war. It will again have prosperity, 

bust and boom, boom and bust. There is no way to change that for the simple reason that there is 

nothing in the human world that can overcome that which we call “human nature.” 

 

You know, there are groups in our Infinite Way circles, groups of students who have been together 

in classes, groups who have met with me in different cities, some who have been with me when my 



home was here in the East, and some when our home was in the West, and some who’ve been in my 

home in the Hawaiian islands. There have been many with me in London and South Africa, Holland, 

Sweden. Wherever these records go, these tapes, there are those who will bear witness that we have 

been in class together and that among us there is no possibility of strife. There is not one of us who 

would sue another. There is not one of us who would fight another. There is not one of us who 

would try to steal one another's wife, or husband, or child, and not because we are such good 

humans, but because we have been touched by an inner Spirit; and we have all become one in Christ 

Jesus. That is, we have all become one in spiritual brotherhood. 

 

Remember, we are not only Americans and Canadians. We are English, and we are Dutch, and we 

are Swedish, and we are South Africans, and we are North Africans, some in India and some in 

Australia. We come of all peoples, all colors, all races, but in our Infinite Way work, we have become 

one in a spiritual brotherhood, sisterhood—one in a spiritual bond. And the love is really Love, for in 

it we each retain and sustain our individuality, yet there is that inner bond between us that makes 

strife, theft, and so forth, an impossibility. 

 

Now, if this is true with even a few groups of a dozen or two dozen, it is true of the entire world as a 

possibility. If it is possible for a dozen or two dozen people to live as individuals, each living their 

own life, maintaining their own identity, and yet with such a bond between them that they meet year 

after year after year after year without strife, then it must be possible for the world to live that way. 

And it is. 

 

But here is the secret. Supposing I illustrate it in this manner. I have realized I and the Father are one. 

All that the Father hath is mine. The Kingdom of God is within me. Now in a measure, I have realized 

that. Undoubtedly, I can realize it in a tremendously greater degree, but in a measure at least, I have 

realized that; and because of that I need nothing that you have. I ask for nothing that you have. I 

require nothing that you have. All that the Father hath is mine. If by chance I have a need of any 

kind, I can turn within, feel that Presence, and in its due time, whatever it is that has to be in my 

experience appears, whether it's in the nature of a person as friend, companion, associate, patient, 

student, publisher, banker. Regardless of what form of person, or thing, or activity is necessary, I 

don't have to ask you for it. I can turn within and realize my oneness with the Father, with the 

Source, and then wait patiently, and it appears. 

 

Now then, around this globe where I have taught, there are those individuals who have likewise 

attained that realization, so that they know now that they don't even need Joel. They don't even 

need a teacher anymore. They require nothing and nobody, because now they have attained an 

inner awareness.  “Ah, thank you, I and the Father are one. The place whereon I stand is holy ground. 

My heavenly Father knoweth that I have need of these things, and it is His good pleasure to give me 

the Kingdom.” Remember, this is all from Scripture. 

 

Now, do you not see that the moment I realize that even in a small degree, I never again have to 

reach out here as if I were trying to get something from you, and, therefore, you can come into my 

presence free, easy, comfortable. You know right well I don't need name, fame, glory, because I have 

nothing to do with them if I had them. They'd probably be more trouble than my present anonymity 

is. You don't know how comfortable it is to be able to go down to an airplane or into a hotel and 

nobody know you except as a person coming into do business and treating you just as an ordinary 

human being. It's the most marvelous thing. 

 



So it is that you come here, and you have the feeling he's sharing with me. Whatever God gave him 

he's sharing with me. He's seeking nothing for himself, asking nothing for himself. He's sharing. Now, 

can you imagine what would happen in this room if you could look around this room and say, “Oh 

dear ones, I don't need anything you have. You need nothing I have.” Just think, each one of us in 

this room is consciously one with God, wholly dependent on the inflow from the Spirit within. Never 

again need I look to “man whose breath is in his nostrils.” Never again do I have to put my faith in 

princes. Never again do I have to believe that I live by bread alone when I know now that I live by 

every Word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 

 

Well, you know, in the degree of your realization of that you can be like the Master's disciples for 

whom he prayed not that they'd be taken out of the world that they'd be left in the world but not of 

it. Just think of being in a city like this and having the feeling that you need no one. You have a 

contact with the Source of all, the Father within you. Just think of being in a small town, a village, a 

hamlet, or a city of this size and be able to walk the streets with a smile on your face. “All that the 

Father hath is mine. Not by might nor by power but by the spirit of the Almighty.” You'll never know 

until that minute happens what a relief it is to know that you’re not dependent on anything or 

anybody that exists in the realm of effect, and you know this is true at least in my case. It doesn't 

drive you into the hills to be a hermit. It makes you enjoy the companionship of everybody that you 

meet on life's highway. It makes no difference they’re a high degree or a low degree. If they're on 

this path and have a trace of the spirit of God in them, you love to be with them. They’re your 

friends. And that's what I found out that even in the city of New York that I really and truly thought 

was heartless, I found there’s as many hearts as there are people to walk around with them. But 

those hearts aren't for people who are reaching out to get something from them. Those hearts are 

to be given free. 

 

So it is, no one in the history of the world is going to find peace or prosperity or rest, until they find 

their contact with their own inner Soul, which is God. God is the Source of every bit of music that has 

ever been composed, of every painting that has ever been made, of every invention that has ever 

come to earth, every discovery. God is the Source of it, and God is the Soul of man, of every 

individual. There isn't anybody who hasn't been destined on earth for a spiritual purpose, and, of 

course, very few are fulfilling it, because this materialistic way of living without God, without the 

Word of God has forced everyone into activities of employment, which are fond to their nature. 

Almost everybody in every city is doing work that they do not enjoy, and the reason is that it isn't 

creative. It isn't original. It's more or less drudgery, routine, monotonous, dull. 

 

Now, all that changes when we begin to perceive that behind this universe there is a Divine Plan. 

Fish were created to be in water, and birds were created to be in the air, and animals were created 

to be on land. Orchids were created to grow in tropical countries, and roses in colder countries, and 

other flowers in still colder countries. All of this is part of a Divine Plan, and we also were created for 

a specific purpose, which we will never learn until we learn to get back inside of our own being, learn 

to contemplate and commune, until the voice of God utters Itself to us, within us. 

 

You see, the term “the search for God” really isn't accurate, because no one has to search for God. 

They were told thousands of years ago where God is. Why search for that which you know dwells in 

you? You don't have to search for It. All you have to do is make way for It to escape, make way for It 

to reveal Itself to you. You don't have to go to India or Tibet. You don't have to go to Rome, or New 

York, or California. It's nice to do those things because in all of these places, in fact, all of the 

countries in the world have mystics, those who have been open spiritually. And it's a wonderful thing 



to go to them to commune with them and to be in their company and enjoy their company, but to 

find God you don't have to go there. All you have to do to find God is to find a quiet room in your 

own home shut away from radio, and television, and telephone for a short period each day, until you 

can give enough encouragement to this “Thing” that's within you to come out and to reveal Itself to 

you. Don't search for God. Accept the word of all the mystics of all time who agree the Kingdom of 

God, the realm of God, is within you. 

 

Now, having found where God is, the next question is how do we make that contact? Well now, that 

thought forms a great part of The Infinite Way message—that how. We start with the assumption 

that you will believe Lao-Tzu, and Buddha, and Jesus Christ, and a few others who have said that it’s 

within you, but none of them have made the “how” very clear. And in my search, which was quite a 

long one, there seemed to be no answer, until in some mysterious way, God gave me the word 

“meditation.” And then I began to search in order to find the secret of meditation; and believe me, I 

found a lot about meditation but very little on how to meditate, and even what I did find was only 

helpful in a very small measure. But, at least, it kept me searching for the answer to meditation. 

 

I found it, but I did not find what you would call a shortcut or an easy way to meditation, because it 

isn't easy. I doubt that anyone, except those trained in inner contemplation, I doubt that any of them 

are going to find it easy. It isn't, and the reason is this. From infancy, we’ve been playing with rattles 

on the outside, and toys, and dolls, and engines; and then we got in the business world, and we 

played with business, and with dollars, and with dances, and then marriage and children—everything 

out here to keep us so occupied that we never have had an opportunity to sit still long enough to 

find an inner quiet. And the result is there are very few Occidentals, very few people of the Western 

world that have the ability to be quiet inside. They get a little frightened when they first feel quiet in 

there, as if the world were falling apart. 

 

My first experience was that I was falling through space into China. It seemed as if I ’d lost my hold 

on the earth, and the only thing that saved me was that I was trying to get rid of the earth anyhow, 

so I was kind of glad to see it go and wondered what the next experience would be. 

 

Now, in these years that I’ve been practicing and teaching meditation, I have found some aids to it 

that have helped many of our students, and while these appear all through my writings, there are 

two books in which this subject is concentrated, and that is “Practicing the Presence” and the other 

“The Art of Meditation.” Those two are completely devoted to this subject. 

 

Now, in practicing the presence, we have some of the principles that enable us, and I'm not speaking 

of the book, “Practicing the Presence,” but I mean in the very act of practicing the presence, we have 

some of the principles that help us to get quiet. For instance, as we walk along the street, we turn for 

a moment from whatever our own problems and thoughts may be to a contemplation of whatever 

form of nature may surround us. It may be a tree, or we may have to look up and see the sky. Sun 

may be there, or if it's night, the stars or moon. And in noting them, the very first thing that strikes 

us is, why yes, that was there yesterday, or the stars were there last night or the moon; or if we’re 

watching a tree, why that was all in bloom a few months ago, and I know that it's going to be in 

bloom a few months or a few weeks from now. 

 

And all of a sudden, you begin to perceive that what you see is an activity caused by “something” 

you cannot see. In other words, right now, at the end of March, if you look at the barren trees along 

the streets or the soil in the park, you know as well as I do that a change is going on and that a few 



weeks from now that grass is going to be green. There are going to be green leaves on those trees. 

If you have any bare bushes in your yard, those of you who live in the suburbs, you know right well 

that a few weeks from now there’s going to be roses or spring flowers of some kind. And thought 

must go to the fact that behind these phenomena there is a cause. There is an activity. Something is 

taking place in the invisible, and if you think hard enough, it will strike you very strange that on these 

rose bushes are going to be roses, and on the violet plants there’ll be violets, and on the orchid 

plants there’ll be orchids, and on the apple trees there’ll be apples, and on the peach trees peaches. 

Why is that? Why is that? Why don't these get mixed up sometimes? Why don't we get some 

orchids on our rose bushes? And again you begin to perceive there's a law at work. 

 

Why there's something working behind this scene that's operating with intelligence. Not only that, 

it's operating with love, because if I've planted a crop of apple trees, I don't want anything but 

apples. If I've planted roses, I want only roses, and there's a love involved in seeing that I get just 

what I have planted. Why I'm beginning to perceive that there is an intelligence operating behind 

this universe, and that the nature of that intelligence is love. 

 

And you know, you're not thinking along that line very long until you start thinking about yourself 

and say, “Well, what's wrong with me? Why isn't there an intelligence operating behind me that is a 

divine love?” And pretty soon you'll see, “What have I done to bring it into operation? What thought 

have I given to it? Have I thought of the Scripture that says, ‘Thou will keep him in perfect peace 

whose mind is stayed on thee’? Have I thought of the Scripture that says, ‘Acknowledge him in all 

thy ways, and he will give thee rest’? Have I thought of ‘abiding in the word and letting the word 

abide in me, so that I can bear fruit richly’? Well, no. I've been violating Scripture from Genesis to 

Revelation and then thinking that Scripture ought to be working for me.” I may even have doubted 

that Scripture is truth. I never gave it a chance. 

 

You will begin to perceive through this contemplation that there is an “Intelligence” behind this 

universe that doesn't even let a sparrow fall. And you’ll find out that Jesus Christ well knew what he 

was talking about when he said, “Your heavenly Father knoweth that you have need of these things, 

and it is his great pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Only you have cut yourself off by not abiding 

in that Word. 

 

You see the mystery lies in this. Nothing can happen to you, except it happens through your 

consciousness. There's nothing taking place outside your consciousness, and if New York is a good 

city, it's because your consciousness has opened itself to that. And if New York is a bad city, your 

consciousness has opened itself to that. And if these aren't the good old days, your consciousness 

hasn't opened itself to that, for the simple reason that everything that takes place or happens in your 

life has to happen in and through your consciousness. 

 

Well, I could be living in heaven and everybody else living in hell. My living in heaven won't make 

anybody else live in heaven, unless they draw themselves to my way of life and the other way 

around. I have been in hell lots of times when lots of you were in heaven, and I know now it was my 

fault. My fault. I can't blame anyone else. Never. Never. I know now. I cut myself off from my good, 

because I cut myself off in my consciousness from the Source of good. I might have been looking to 

a person for my good, and so I cut myself off from the Source, which is God. I may have been 

looking to dollars for my good, and I should have been looking to every Word that proceedeth out 

of the mouth of God. I may have been looking to favoritism and pull for my good, instead of looking 

to a divine, infinite Intelligence that was always present with love. So it is. 



 

Most of the sins that we commit are not sins in the worldly sense of the world, but they are the sins 

of omission and commission that separate us from our good, because our consciousness, our 

awareness, our mind isn't open to the good that's around us. This world is filled with good, but if 

you shut your mind to it be assured you've shut yourself out from it. This world is full of God, but it 

might just as well have no God as far as you are concerned, unless you open yourself consciously to 

that God. It will not thrust Itself upon you. Unfortunately, there is a very common belief that all you 

have to do is wait, and God is going to do something. No, no, it isn't that simple. Everything that 

happens to you for good has to happen to you through an activity in your own consciousness, and 

the way to bring it about is to open yourself to the realization, first of all, that God is. It isn't 

necessary that you, at the moment, concern yourself with what God is or how God acts, but it is 

necessary that you realize that God is. 

 

The second thing that you have to realize is that God is “closer to you than breathing and nearer 

than hands and feet.” That if you were to make your bed in hell, God would be there. That if you 

walked through the valley of the shadow of death, God would be there. Whether you were in sin, 

and remember this, the experience of the Master proves that it makes no difference whether it's a 

woman taken in adultery or a thief hanging on a cross, the Kingdom of God is right there waiting to 

lift them up by acknowledgment, by acknowledgment. The very moment the thief on the cross 

acknowledged the Christ and sought redemption, the Master says, “I will take you into heaven with 

me tonight.” The very moment that the adulteress turned to the Master, she found her forgiveness 

and her opportunity to follow the spiritual life. 

 

There's no waiting. There's no going to hell first and sitting in a fire. Forgiveness is instantaneous 

with the desire for redemption. I don't mean merely the desire to escape punishment but the desire 

to find this inner Self, this inner Life, this inner Christ, this inner Tao, this inner Emmanuel. Call it what 

you will. Messiah. 

 

Now, since no one can do this for you, not your parents or your children, not your ministers, or even 

your practitioners or teachers, they can only point the way. That is why Christ Jesus is called a 

Wayshower. He showed the way, but he said, “You must walk in it.” So it is, each one, each one must 

open their own consciousness and begin to contemplate these passages of Scripture. 

 

Now, I called attention to this many times before. There are little aids to this published. One is called 

“Runner's Bible,” and I think another is “Bible Texts,” and the bookstores have them. And in them, 

you will find passages of Scripture, which if you know them as you've heard me voice them, you will 

bring to your conscious remembrance whenever something in the nature of a problem or discord 

faces you, and you will answer it with that Scriptural verse. 

 

For instance, if I were in financial lack, I would have such a passage as, “Man shall not live by bread 

alone but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God,” and I would abide in that until 

that mesmerism of lack were broken. Or, I might remember another passage of the Master's, “I have 

meat the world knows not of.” And, so every time I would think, “Oh, I haven't money, or I haven't 

food, or I haven't clothing, I'd think no, but I have meat the world knows not of. I may not have the 

world's meat right now, but I have a spiritual meat greater than that, a spiritual wine, a spiritual 

water, bread, the staff of life. I am the bread of life. I am the meat, the wine, the water.” And I would 

dwell in that until that spell was broken. It might be disease. It might be disease, and then I’d have to 



remember some other passage. “My heavenly Father knoweth my need for help or for harmony or 

peace,” and I would abide in that until that spell were broken. 

 

And so it is that I would make the Word of God, these Scriptural passages, my bread, and my meat, 

and my wine, and my water, until I really felt the flow come inspirationally from within. I call this 

“priming the pump,” and for a while, it's a very necessary thing that we prime this pump, that we 

consciously think a spiritual truth as a refutation to the immediate problem. But, you'd find that if 

you were faithful to that for a few weeks, a few months, that pretty soon when a problem comes up, 

the answer would come to you instead of you thinking it, and then that would lead to the final stage 

where you never had to think of a truth. Truth would always—the Word of God—would always flow 

in you and through you and start to be a blessing to others. 

 

There is one of the greatest joys in this work. Not what it does for you, but how quickly you realize 

that by entertaining these passages of Scripture in your consciousness, that others are coming to 

you and saying, “I feel a peace when I'm with you,” or “I had a pain, and it left me,” or “I was in fear, 

and now I feel confident.” And you'll at first begin to, “Well, what did I have to do with it?” But I can 

tell you what you had to do with it. These truths dwelling in our consciousness become the blessings 

or benedictions to those who come to it. 

 

That is what is the meaning of the word, really, “darshan.” You may know that people came to 

Gandhi for his darshan—meaning for his blessing. People go to the river Ganges for its darshan. 

That means for its blessing. Always all over the world, people go to what they call a holy man or a 

holy woman for their darshan or blessing. Well, we have a counterpart of that in our Occidental 

world. How many of you have gone into the office of a metaphysical practitioner and felt that peace 

descend on you, which was their consciousness radiating out to you? How many of you have known 

people who were students of whether it was The Infinite Way, or Christian Science, or Unity, one of 

these teachings that kept you close to God? How many of you have known people who were 

students of that and longed to be in their company, and enjoyed being in their company, and found 

comfort in their company? What was it about them that was different? The Word of God entertained 

in their consciousness. 

 

So it is, the message of The Infinite Way is a message of living by Grace, and there is no way to live 

by Grace, except to live in and through this Word, making the Word of God so much a part of your 

consciousness that ultimately it takes over your consciousness, and you don't live in the world's 

influence anymore—that is, fears, hates, envies, greeds. You’ve come to that place where you 

yourself realize, “I and the Father are one, and all the Father hath is mine. Now I need no one.” And 

in the moment that you realize that, you have become a blessing to everyone within range of your 

consciousness, because everyone wants to be set free from a dependence on person, on place, on 

thing. Some of them can't. They just can't. They’re going to depend on you, or you're going to 

depend on someone else, until something comes and breaks that spell, and nothing's going to do it. 

Nothing's going to do it, except the Word of God. And the Word of God in a book won't do it. It has 

to be the Word of God entertained in your individual consciousness, and kept there, and held there 

day by day. 

 

That is why those who make a study of Scripture, not from the standpoint of Bible history or Bible 

stories but from these principles, or who abide in these spiritual writings, inspirational writings, 

eventually attain a state of inner peace; and it's that state of inner peace that becomes their supply, 

and their health, and all of the good in their experience. 



 

Any teaching that takes you back to the Kingdom of God is a good one. Any teaching that will 

encourage you to keep the Word of God in your consciousness will benefit you. Not having a blind 

faith in some far-off God that is going to perform a miracle for you. No, no, no, but some activity of 

truth in your consciousness, which is to transform your experience. It's an individual responsibility. 

 

Now, to those who are truly seeking for a way out of the maze of human living, I would like to say 

that the best way to accomplish it is to find as many periods in a day or night as you can—two, 

three, four—to steal away to a quiet place in your own home, or a neighboring church, or a center, 

and get quiet. Get calm inside, bringing that calm to yourself by reassuring yourself with God's 

promises, with the promises of Scripture, and then finally settling down, even if it's only for one or 

two minutes, into a quiet expectancy, as if you were waiting for something within you to talk, to 

reassure you. It may not at first, but if you persist in it, you will eventually find that that little moment 

of expectancy is like a vacuum into which rushes this thing that's deep down within you and just 

begging to be let loose. 

 

That was why Browning could say that truth is within ourselves. It's not to be found outside, and you 

can't admit it into yourself. You have to open out a way for the imprisoned splendor to escape. Just 

think of it. The imprisoned splendor, the Kingdom of God is within you, and you can't go out and 

search for it. You can open out a way for it to escape, and the best way to do that is to learn, first of 

all, to put more and more of your faith and confidence in these Scriptural promises. Keep them 

active in your consciousness. Then develop these short periods—one, two, three minutes at a time—

of just inner expectancy and then go on about your work. Whether or not you have a result, that's of 

no importance, any more than if you practiced piano today and can't play Bach tomorrow. That's not 

important. The important thing is to keep practicing until the faculty comes. 

 

And so it is, keep practicing the Word of God. Keep your consciousness alive with these tremendous 

promises. They're more than promises. Jesus wouldn't have just voiced promises, neither would any 

of the Hebrew prophets. They had something more to do than voice promises. They knew that what 

they were promising was the very Kingdom of God Itself for those who could accept It, and you'll 

find that in those books. And so it is. 


