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This is Joel in the second Seattle class. And the subject of this lesson is:  “True Identity,” 

True Identity. 

 

Unless we really know our identity, we will forever be just mortal, material beings 

seeking to spiritualize ourselves or perhaps even merely add material comforts to those 

we already have. In the recognition of our true identity, we begin to understand the good 

of the spiritual Kingdom. 

 

Naturally, the transition from human selfhood to the realization of the divine nature of 

our being is not a simple study, not a simple or easy task. But rather, in this search for 

God, our intent and our purpose is such that, if this building burned down, we would put 

up a tent and have our class in it. 

 

There’s only one way really and truly to find God, to experience God. That is to long for 

it with our whole heart, and soul, and mind, and body, so that we would travel thousands 

of miles to experience it; that we will fight the elements to reach it; stay awake nights, if 

necessary; put our hearts, and minds, and bodies right into this thing, because anything 

less than that will not reveal God. 

 

Be assured of this:  God is not standing around just waiting for a casual invitation to 

come in. It is knock, seek, search diligently, and without that there is no way to find God. 

 

Let us now read from Isaiah [parts of Chapters 43 and 44]: 

 

“But now thus saith the Lord that created thee, O Jacob, and he that 

formed thee, O Israel, fear not, for I have redeemed thee; I have called 

thee by thy name; thou art mine. When thou passest through the waters, I 

will be with thee; and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee. 

When thou walkest through the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall 

the flame kindle upon thee. For I am the Lord thy God, the Holy One of 

Israel, thy Savior. Fear not, for I am with thee. I will bring thy seed from 

the east, and gather thee from the west; I will say to the north, give up; and 

to the south, keep not back. Bring my sons from far and my daughters 

from the ends of the earth; even every one that is called by my name, for I 

have created him for my glory. I have formed him; yea, I have made him. 

Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen; 

that ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am he. Before me 

there was no God formed, neither shall there be after me. I, even I, am the 

Lord; and beside me there is no savior. I have declared, and have saved, 

and I have showed when there was no strange God among you; therefore, 

ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord, that I am God. Yea, before the day 



was I am he; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand. I will 

work, and who shall let it? Thus saith the Lord, your redeemer, the Holy 

One of Israel. For your sake I have sent to Babylon and have brought 

down all their nobles and the Chaldeans, whose cry is in the ships. I am 

the Lord, your Holy One, the creator of Israel, your King. Thus saith the 

Lord, which maketh a way in the sea and a path in the mighty waters. 

Remember ye not the former things, neither consider the things of old. 

Behold, I will do a new thing; and now it shall spring forth; shall ye not 

know it? I will even make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 

The beasts of the field shall honor me, the dragons and the owls, because I 

give waters in the wilderness and rivers in the desert to give drink to my 

people, my chosen. This people have I formed for myself; they shall show 

forth my praise.” 

 

“Yet now hear, O Jacob my servant, and Israel, whom I have chosen. Thus 

saith the Lord that made thee and formed thee from the womb, which will 

help thee. Fear not, O Jacob, my servant, and thou Jesurun, whom I have 

chosen; for I will pour water upon him that is thirsty and floods upon the 

dry ground. I will pour my spirit upon thy seed and my blessing upon 

thine offspring. And they shall spring up as among the grass, as willows 

by the watercourses. One shall say, I am the Lord’s; and another shall call 

himself by the name of Jacob; and another shall subscribe with his hand 

unto the Lord and surname himself by the name of Israel. Thus saith the 

Lord the King of Israel and his redeemer the Lord of hosts. I am the first, 

and I am the last, and beside me there is no God. And who, as I, shall call 

and shall declare it, and set it in order for me, since I appointed the ancient 

people? And the things that are coming and shall come, let them show 

unto them. Fear ye not, neither be afraid. Have not I told thee from that 

time and have declared it? Ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God 

beside me? Yea, there is no God; I know not any.” 

 

This afternoon we took the experiences of Moses, Elijah, and Jesus and show that 

whatever the need of the moment, fulfillment came. That in showing forth the experience 

of Moses bringing the cloud by day, the pillar of fire by night, manna in the wilderness, 

water from the rock, the power to divide the Red Sea; in showing forth the experience of 

Elijah in finding cakes baked on stones, the ravens bringing food, the still, small voice 

assuring him of seven thousand of those who had not bowed their knees to Baal; in 

showing forth that Jesus was able to feed and heal the multitudes, I brought this point to 

light, emphasized it, so that we shall never forget it that in each of theses experiences it 

was the consciousness of the individual—the consciousness of Moses, the consciousness 

of Elijah, the consciousness of Jesus—that appeared as the so-called miracles. 

 

Had there been no Moses with the Hebrews, there would have been no such miracles; had 

there been no Elijah, there would have been no such miracles; had there been no Jesus, 

there would have been no healing or feeding of multitudes. In other words, it took the 

recognition of an individual. It took the recognition of at least one person aware of their 



true identity. Moses using the term “I am that I am,” Jesus using the term “I and the 

Father are one,” each prophet, each saint, each savior, in the realization of their true 

identity, of their Oneness with this infinite Source of good, that individual became the 

prophet, the leader, the savior, and showed forth through their consciousness of this truth 

these miracles. 

 

Probably in those days of the Hebrew race, the followers of Moses thought that he alone 

was empowered from on high to perform these miracles, and I am sure that there were 

many in the days of Jesus who thought that he was some special character set aside from 

all others with a gift from God to perform miracles. 

 

Now, of course, the “Truth Movement” of today is based on the revelation that whatever 

was possible to Jesus, or to Moses, or Elijah is possible to you and to me, always, of 

course, in proportion to our consciousness of the truth of our identity. 

 

Jesus presented that to us in this wise by affirming the fact that these so-called miracles 

were not personal gifts. He said, “I can of mine own self do nothing; the Father within me 

doeth the works.” And then referring to the Father within me, he also referred to “your 

Father and my Father,” and even said, “Greater works shall ye do.” In other words, Jesus 

made it definitely a matter of a Universal Principle. That is why he rebuked his followers 

at one point when he had fed them, multiplied the loaves and fishes; and the next day, as 

they followed him across the sea seeking to be fed again, he reminded them, “I fed you 

yesterday. What seek ye today?” He would have never rebuked them had it been that he 

alone had the power to produce this miracle, because it would have been the most natural 

thing in the world for them to have come to be fed again. He rebuked them, because he 

knew that he had shown them a principal. Now, it was up to them to understand and 

utilize this principle, to bring this understanding to bear upon the need of the moment, 

and thus bring forth their own miracle. 

 

Wherever the consciousness of truth is, the miracles of life take place. They are not really 

miracles. They are the natural results of a consciousness of truth. They are only miracles 

to the person who doesn’t know how it is done. Just as we go to see the magician at the 

Horlaville house, we sit there and marvel at the wonderful tricks he has done while he 

says, “I wonder how they can be taken in like that. It is so easy and so natural.” Of course 

it is, for the magician. He knows how it is done and so Moses, Elijah, Jesus. It must be a 

miracle to them that we can so little understand and to expect them continuously to 

perform these miracles when they know how it is done, and they are trying their best to 

teach us. More especially Jesus was trying to teach the people of his day the universality 

of this great truth. 

 

In this age, we have the benefit of many spiritual teachers and leaders who have been 

enabled to interpret, spiritually interpret Scripture, so that we now know what it is that 

performs the miracles of Grace. We know what it is that enables individuals to lead 

happy, normal, intelligent, prosperous lives. We know now that is not some far-off God 

that has to be contacted. We know that it is not some God sitting around in judgment on 

us waiting for us to be worthy of it, withholding our good until we become worthy. Oh, 



we know now that there is no withholding from us, just as we know that there is no 

bestowing God. There is only God, expressing Itself and available in every experience, 

awaiting our recognition of the Omnipresence of the I that I am. 

 

What we have learned is this:  that the way to achieve a spiritual life of Grace, the way to 

achieve health, harmony, wholeness, completeness, and perfection in our experience is to 

become conscious of the truth. “Ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you 

free,” not the truth shall make you free.  No, no. Ye shall KNOW the truth, and the truth 

shall make you free. You must become conscious of truth in order for the truth to operate 

in your consciousness. 

 

For instance, no one expects mathematics to operate in their consciousness, until they 

have become conscious of mathematics. No one of us expects to play piano or violin, 

until we have become conscious of music, of piano playing, or violin playing. These 

principles are available to all. Yes, in proportion, ah in proportion as we avail ourselves 

of the principles of mathematics, of music. In that degree can we bring forth and express 

them. So with spiritual truth—Ye shall know the truth. Ye shall become conscious of the 

principle of Life, then this truth, this principle, will make you free of inharmony, discord, 

lack, and limitation. 

 

The first step in our spiritual progress is to know this:  That God is infinite Mind. God is 

infinite Consciousness, and God is your mind and your consciousness. And, therefore, it 

is from your consciousness and mind that the issues of life must come—the issues of 

harmony, the activity of supply, the activity of health, and harmony, and wholeness. 

There is no way to bring it down from the sky. There is no far-off God to bring it. Praise 

and thanksgiving thou seekst not; praise and thanksgiving thou seekst not, just an 

understanding heart and an understanding mind. In other words, God is not sitting around 

waiting for us to get down on our knees to beg, and implore, and adore. Oh no, God is the 

Father-Mother principle to you. And we are told this in Scripture, “If you, as parents, 

give your children bread when they ask for it and not a stone or a serpent. You give them 

bread. How much more so is this true of the divine Father Mother?” 

 

Certainly, God is greater in goodness, in support, in supply than we as humans are. We 

do not withhold from our children, even when they are bad. We do not discipline without 

the effort to make them see the true light. We don’t withhold food and clothing from 

them, just because they have been naughty. We do not starve them to death or beat them 

to death. Neither does our heavenly Father. So that has been the picture of God that has 

been presented to us through so many religious teachings. We are constantly under the 

belief that we are being punished for something that we have done or left undone, for 

some act of commission or omission. Never at any time are we under punishment. Never 

at any time are we under banishment. Never at anytime are we under the displeasure of 

God. At all times, God is the same loving Father that came out to meet the prodigal with 

the robe and the ring, as bad as that prodigal seemed to have been. Our heavenly Father is 

even more generous and comes even further out on the road to meet us as we turn to It. 

 



Let us remember this:  God truly is “closer than breathing, nearer than hands and feet,” as 

our wonderful poet has told us, and that means as Jesus told us, “God is within. The 

kingdom of God is within you.” And so we know that God is not a physical entity. God is 

not within this physical frame. God, and the kingdom of God, the activity of God, is 

within our consciousness, within our awareness, within our knowingness, within our 

knowledge of truth. That is where God is to be found, within our knowledge of truth. 

Therefore, the consciousness of truth—your consciousness of truth and mine—would 

make of us a Moses, an Elijah, an Isaiah, a Jesus, a John, or a Paul, in proportion to that 

awareness. 

 

Believe me, this is true. Your awareness of truth, oh let us go back. Moses was a 

shepherd on the hill. One day the miracle happened, and he becomes aware of his true 

identity. And he says, “Oh, I am that I am. I AM that I AM.” And immediately he is sent 

out and is made a leader of his people. From a shepherd, he becomes the leader of a 

Hebrew race. What made the difference overnight? His consciousness of the truth, his 

awareness of his true identity—I am that I am. 

 

We know very little about the inner revelation of Jesus. All that we know about it is that 

he was a student of the Essenes, that he learned the secret of God as his individual 

consciousness. But, we do not know the moment of his illumination, or what he had done 

the day before, or the day after. These things may be known and available in manuscripts, 

but, if so, they are hidden. They are not released for public awareness. 

 

Now, the point that we make is this:  There must have been a day when Jesus was a man. 

He may have been a carpenter himself, as well as a carpenter’s son. And certainly we 

know this about him that he was a rabbi in the Hebrew church. He was a rabbi in the 

Hebrew synagogue. Yet one fine day, he was no longer a carpenter, no longer a rabbi. He 

was a Messiah, and “Messiah” means Savior or Christ. Something must have happened in 

the consciousness of Jesus that made him realize he was not a man with a limited mind, 

but rather that the Father within—God—was the Mind and the Power operating through 

him as an individual. 

 

In like manner, many of us have been businessmen. Many have been housewives, 

secretaries, clerks, and thought of ourselves as nothing more nor less than that with just 

the ordinary abilities to earn a living, some better, some lesser, and one day learned that 

we had the gift of healing, the gift of imparting this Word and seeing It appear as health 

and harmony, as family peace and as supply, And in what manner did that change come 

about? 

 

Of course, in my particular case, the memory of it is as clear as if it had only happened 

this morning. I was a businessman with no thought of ever being anything other than a 

businessman when I was taken sick in the city of Detroit, went to a building that was 

filled with practitioners, and found a name on the bulletin board, and went up to this 

man’s office, and asked him to help me. He told me it was Saturday and didn’t take 

patients on Saturdays. He spent the day in meditation and prayer, but I asked him to look 



at me. I really had a bad cold and asked him “if he would turn me away,” and he said, 

“no, come on in.” And I came in, and he permitted me to stay there two hours with him. 

 

He talked to me of the Bible. He talked to me of truth. Long before the two hours were up 

I was healed of that cold, and when I went out on the street I found I couldn’t smoke 

anymore, and when eating my dinner I found I couldn’t drink an alcoholic drink 

anymore. And the following week, I found that I couldn’t play cards anymore and had 

lost my interest in dancing. And the man—the businessman—had died. And two days 

later, one of my customers said to me, “You know, you could heal me, if you wanted to.” 

“How do you know that I could heal you?” “I just know it.” And I said, “Let’s try.” And 

the healing took place. And the next day, a man came to me and said, “You know, I have 

a feeling that you can heal me.” “What gave you that feeling?” “I don’t know. I don’t 

know what your religion is, but whatever it is I think your prayers would heal me.” And 

he was healed. And you know that went on for a year, and at the end of the year, I had so 

many patients I had to give up the business world. I had too few customers and too many 

patients. 

 

The transformation had taken place. Where did it take place? Be honest. It took place in 

my consciousness, didn’t it? Not anywhere else, not outside. True, that teacher, that 

practitioner was the means, the avenue, the instrument who brought wakening to my 

consciousness, but the wakening had to take place within me. My mind was the same 

mind. As an individual, I was the same one whose whole thought was on business and 

pleasure, but all of a sudden, the whole thought was on God and healing. The same 

individual, the same mind, only with a transformation, such as took place in the 

experience of Moses—the realization of true identity—an experience that must have 

taken place in the minds of many others before and since. 

 

In these twenty-odd years since that happened, I have met hundreds of practitioners and 

dozens of teachers, and I found they had much the same experience. They were all 

businessmen or women, clerks, housewives, salesmen, executives, and then all of a 

sudden, all of that had gone out of their experience, and they found themselves healing 

and teaching. What took place? A change of consciousness, that’s all. A change of 

consciousness within the individual. 

 

I’m telling you this for one reason. I want you to see that the entire experience of going 

from the material sense of life to the spiritual is an activity of your consciousness. I 

would like you to see that you could experience lack and limitation one day and 

abundance the next day, with nothing but a change of your consciousness. It isn’t a 

question of whether you can reach God. It isn’t a question of whether you are deserving 

of it or worthy of it, because if your sins were as scarlet they would be made white as 

snow in the very next minute that this transformation takes place within your 

consciousness—your consciousness and mine. 

 

Now once we understand this, understand that the whole difference between just being an 

ordinary human being one day and being a practitioner or healer the next day, or leading 

a mortal, material life one day and leading a spiritual life the next day is nothing more nor 



less than a change of consciousness, a change of your own individual consciousness. It 

takes place within you, closer than breathing, nearer than hands and feet. 

 

The first thing necessary for the change is this:  the acknowledgment that God is not a 

God a far off, but that the kingdom of God, the whole realm of God is within your own 

being. That is the first and the very necessary step. We must understand that the place 

whereon I stand is holy ground; that right here and now God is. Therefore, right here and 

now all that the Father has is mine. That is number one. 

 

Number two, we must understand that in as much as we are told to know the truth and the 

truth will make us free, that this knowing the truth is an activity of our consciousness, 

because without consciousness we can’t know anything. To know anything means to 

become conscious of it. And to become conscious of it means to have this consciousness 

of it, and to have a consciousness of it is, of course, an activity of our consciousness. 

Therefore, this entire transformation is one of consciousness. 

 

The moment we know that God is our awareness of truth, God is our consciousness of 

truth, God is our individual consciousness, from that moment we know that the miracle of 

a cloud by day, the pillar of fire by night, the manna falling from the sky, the Red Sea 

opening, water coming from the rock, that that miracle isn’t a miracle taking place 

outside of us at all. It is the activity of our consciousness of truth appearing outwardly in 

these various forms and as these various activities. Then the moment you know this, you 

can understand the miracles of Jesus Christ. There were no miracles in the life of Jesus 

Christ taking place outside his being. The miracle was his realization that God was his 

consciousness. God was the substance of all form, and that this consciousness had to 

appear externally as fulfillment. Now you understand his statement, “I am come that ye 

might be fulfilled.” 

 

Those of you who have not studied my book, “God, the Substance of all Form” should 

indeed have it in connection with this lesson, in fact, in connection with this work. It is 

basic and will bring to life, in your experience, the fact not only that consciousness is the 

substance of all form but that consciousness may be embodied in the one word, “I.” I am 

come that ye might be fulfilled. Does this mean that I, Jesus, am come that ye might be 

fulfilled? Does it mean that I, Joel, am come that ye might be fulfilled? No, no, no. Does 

it mean what it says, “I am come?” The same I that we have read here in Isaiah. Do you 

see the reason for all this now? 

 

“Thus saith the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden.” You see 

again I? I have holden. I have holden the hand of Cyrus, of Moses, of Jesus, of Elijah, of 

Elisha, “to subdue nations before him, and I will loose the loins of kings to open before 

him the two-leaved gates, and the gates shall not be shut.” [Quoted Scripture here and 

below from Isaiah, Chapter 45] 

 

“I will go before thee and make the crooked places straight. I will break in pieces the 

gates of brass and cut in sunder the bars of iron, and I will give thee the treasures of 

darkness and hidden riches of secret places that thou mayest know that I, the Lord, which 



call thee by thy name, am the God of Israel. I will give thee the treasures of darkness and 

hidden reaches of secret places that thou mayth know that I, the Lord, will call thee by 

thy name, am the God of Israel. For Jacob my servant’s sake and Israel mine elect, I have 

even called thee by thy name. I have surnamed thee, though thou hast not known me.” 

 

“I am the Lord, and there is none else. There is none else. There is no God beside me. I 

girded thee, though thou hast not known me.” I girded thee. I girded thee, but thou hast 

not known me. Thou thought that I was up there. Thou thought that I was in Moses. Thou 

thought that I was in Jesus. Thou hast not known that I, in the midst of thee, am he, “that 

they may know from the rising of the sun, and from the west that there is none beside me. 

I am the Lord, and there is none else.” 

 

Is there any other than that I? No, there is not. I, in the midst of thee, am mighty. I, in the 

midst of Moses, made the clouds appear, and the pillar of fire, and manna from the sky. I, 

in the midst of Jesus, multiplied the loaves and the fishes. I, in the midst of Jesus, healed 

the multitudes and always that same universal, impersonal, impartial, loving Father. I did 

those things throughout Scripture, and that I is the I speaking through the mouth, the 

throat, the words, the voice of Joel. That I speaks to you, and that I is hearing within you. 

When you say, “I hear you,” you are saying, “I, God, hear you God.” Don’t you know 

that I in the midst of you—“I form the light and create darkness… drop down, ye heavens 

from above…” 

 

Did you hear that? Drop down from above. Certainly, don’t you know that heaven is here 

and now? It isn’t up there at all. It is here and now where we are, and “let the skies pour 

down righteousness; let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation.” Let the earth 

bring forth salvation. Why? Because the earth is heaven, and heaven is the earth, and let 

righteousness bring them together. “I, the Lord, have created it.” 

 

“For thus saith the Lord that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and 

made it. He hath established it. He hath created it not in vain. He formed it to be 

inhabited. I am the Lord, and there is none else.” I am is the Lord. I am is the savior. I am 

is the God, not that egotistical thing that walks around on the earth and says, “I am God.” 

No, no, not that, but that very humble, gentle thing that whispers in your ear and mine, 

“Know you not I in thee and thou in me; we are one. I, in the midst of thee, am mighty.” 

 

When we hear that spoken in our ear, when we receive that divine Intuition within that 

tells us of this Presence—that I is God—closer than breathing and nearer than hands and 

feet. I, in the midst of thee, am mighty. Only stop looking for it up there. Stop looking for 

it out there. Stop looking for it in dollar bills or medicines. You won’t find it out there. 

That is the idolatry. That is the making of graven images, and then following them, and 

thinking that they are our salvation, whereas our salvation is in the midst of us, even I, 

even I in the midst of us. 

 

Let us remember this:  We are not of the metaphysical world that goes around saying, “I 

am God,” or “I am Spirit,” or “I am spiritual.” Oh no, we are not of those. We are of the 



world that puts the finger on the lips, says nothing, and listens, while the still, small voice 

says to us within, “Know ye not, I, in the midst of thee, am God.” 

 

We are not of those who go around boasting that we are Spirit, or that we are spiritual, or 

that we are perfect. No, no. We say nothing with the lips. We listen. We hear. We let the 

still, small voice reveal to us, “God is at the center of our being.” Heaven forbid that I 

should say that I am Spirit, or I am God, or even that I am the child of God, or even that I 

am spiritual. No, no, no. I would never make such affirmations or such declarations, but 

as I listen, as I meditate, as I ponder the word of Scripture, something within me wells up 

and says to me, “Be not afraid. If thou walkest through the waters, I will be with thee.” 

 

I’ve had an experience like that recently. Just a few weeks ago in the islands in Hawaii, I 

was swimming, and as I was swimming, the voice distinctively said to me, “Very soon 

you are going through an unpleasant experience, but don’t be afraid. I am going through 

it with you. I will be there, even though at the moment you may not see me, or may not 

hear me, or may not be aware that I am there. Don’t be afraid. I will be there with you.” 

And I said, “Oh, that’s nice, nice to know in advance, a very nice thing.” 

 

I don’t know yet whether or not I’ve had that experience, but I did have this. At least if 

one’s death comes, you know right now that I am prepared for it in the knowledge that 

that I will be with me; or I may already have had it and not be fully aware of it, since was 

only the week following that I took the plane from Honolulu direct to Seattle. And after 

we were out just a few hours, I heard one of the engines go put-put, and I said, “Ah hah, 

there it is. This is a nice, neat dive down into that ocean.” And a few minutes later again 

the engine went put-put, and I thought, “Ah hah,” but then the voice came and said, 

“We’re going back to Honolulu.” And I breathed easier and said, “That’s nice to know. 

At least we’re not going down to Davy Jones’ locker.” And the third time the put-put 

came to me, and the pilot turned right around, and the first thing I knew we were headed 

back to Honolulu. 

 

I don’t know if that was the unpleasant experience, for it wasn’t unpleasant, but it might 

have been without the assurance of God’s presence. But it wasn’t. There wasn’t anything 

unpleasant about it or anything frightening. And twelve hours later, we started out in that 

same plane and arrived in Seattle the next afternoon, and all was well. But the reason I 

speak of this experience is this:  That I can’t say, “I am God,” or “I am Spirit,” or “I am 

spiritual,” but be assured of this that the I that is God, the I that is Spirit, the I that is my 

Savior is so close to me that it talks to me, and It says, “You’re going through an 

unpleasant experience, and don’t worry about it. I will be there.” 

 

Do you see what I am trying to say? Let us learn not to use this word I or the term I am as 

if “Oh, I am God,” because I’ll tell you something right now. You will never, never, 

never multiply loaves and fishes, and if you were God, you would. But there is God in the 

midst of you, and It is that very word I, and It will multiply loaves and fishes for you and 

through you; and It will be your safety and your security, even in the midst of bombs, 

even in the midst of wars, even in the midst of hell. This I at the center of your being, if 

you develop your consciousness to the point where you do not declare these truths, when 



you listen for them, when you let them declare themselves to you, then you will find that 

you’ve made the change over from material sense to spiritual sense. 

 

You know, the day “I Am Movement” and all the people in the world who have been 

declaring “I am” for so many years really and truly were I am, we would have enough 

saviors on earth so that none of us would have much to do except go around and be fed 

and healed by them. But they have made very little progress spiritually with their “I am-

ing.” No matter how much they say, “I am perfect,” and “I am rich,” and “I am well,” 

they do not get far with it. And let me assure you from my experience, once you begin to 

hear the still, small voice within you saying, “I am,” then you will know really and truly 

that that I in the midst of you has given you your name. That I, which is God, has made 

us in Its own image and likeness, has given us Its nature and character, and It is a 

Presence that will never leave us nor forsake us. It is a Presence that, even if we go 

through the fiery furnace, like the three Hebrews, the fourth will appear there—the 

Christ—to bring us safely through, so that there will not even be the smell of smoke upon 

us. 

 

No matter what experience we go through in life, “Yea, though I walk through the valley 

of shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art with me.” Even in the valley of the 

shadow of death, thou art with me, and as we attain that realization, “Lo, I am with you. 

Where so ever thou goest, I will go. Thy people will be my people.” When we get that 

consciousness within us, we are on the spiritual path, and then you watch this. Our 

consciousness of truth, our consciousness of the presence of God appears outwardly as 

our daily supply, as our opportunities, as our parking spaces, as our clothing, 

transportation, food, as every harmony and beauty in life. Our consciousness of truth, our 

awareness of truth appears outwardly as the harmony of our daily experience. Is this clear 

to you? 

 

Do you see why the God of our being is closer than breathing, nearer than hands and 

feet? It is right at the center of our being. We have choked It off. “Thou hast not known 

me.” Why? For looking up there, for one reason, and for another reason for saying, “I am 

spiritual. I am perfect. I am God’s perfect child.” A lot of nonsense. When It says it to 

you from within, then you’ll have the truth of being. Then you’ll have a consciousness of 

God’s presence. Walking around affirming “I am God” is not having an awareness of 

God’s presence. Hearing the voice of God saying, “I am in the midst of thee,” that is 

having an awareness of God’s presence. When you have that, that awareness, that 

consciousness of the truth, that consciousness of truth appears outwardly as form. 

 

Let me take you one step more, one step further on The Infinite Way tonight. This is 

never easy to say. I’m glad it’s a stormy night. Our students, those who have come here, 

have come in spite of the storm. And they have let nothing interfere with their search for 

their unfoldment, so only those must be here who will grasp and demonstrate what I 

would like to say now. The Infinite Way and our practice—for you who have ears—when 

a call comes for help, we do not answer with statements of truth. We do not answer with 

argument or denial. This is in no wise a criticism or a judgment on any other form or 

method of practice. This is merely a particular unfoldment that has come to me, and it 



doesn’t in any wise mean that another approach is wrong. It only means that this 

approach is my approach, and the one that I teach, and it has proven effective. 

 

When we are asked for help, we do not answer with statements of truth like, “Oh, now 

you know that isn’t power.” “Oh, that isn’t true.” “Oh, you know that you are spiritual.” 

“You surely know that you are perfect.” “Oh, you know that that isn’t real.” We do not 

answer in that wise at all. The reason is this. We do not believe that anything I might say 

would have any weight or any power, that anything even that I might think is the healing 

truth. As a matter of fact, that anything that I might say or believe is necessarily truth. I 

doubt if there is any answer I might make along metaphysical lines that really would be 

the truth, except one thing, and that is the thing you usually hear me say those of you who 

have asked for help—“I will be with you.” You have heard that “I will be with you.” “I 

am with you.” “Leave it with me.” 

 

Out of all these passages of Isaiah, and probably before we truly would take 

corroborative passages from the teachings of Jesus, you will see that it is literally true, “I 

will be with you.” “If you walk through the water, if you go through the fiery furnace, if 

you are in the wilderness without food and without drink, I will be with you.” 

 

And so when I say to you, “Leave it with me. I will be with you. Rest. Relax.” I’m telling 

you God’s Gospel truth, and you know I don’t think there is any other truth. I don’t think 

that saying to you, “Oh, you are spiritual.” “Oh, it hasn’t any power.” “Oh, I don’t 

believe that it is true.” I do not believe in those treatments. I believe in only one truth, and 

that truth is, “I will be with you.” 


