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Good evening. 

 

Sometimes we make mysteries of things that really should be clearly understood, that should be 

better known, and the spiritual life has been one of the subjects about which much mystery or to 

which much mystery is attached, and this shouldn't be. 

 

In the days, let us call them ancient days, before much illumination had come into the experience 

of the world, there were, of course, individuals, there have been individuals throughout all time 

and in all places who have received spiritual illumination, but naturally we know little about 

these experiences until we come into the days of manuscripts, printing presses, and so forth. But 

this we do know that man in his normal, human estate is unillumined, and he is the man of 

material sense, probably the man that Paul referred to—the man of earth. 

 

In the ancient schools of wisdom, in the ancient brotherhoods and religious organisations, 

initiation always took the form of going from darkness to light, going from material sense to 

spiritual consciousness, going from the unillumined state to the illumined state. And while the 

process of study, practice, unfoldment might differ in one place or another, one era or another, 

the goal and the result was always the same and that was the development of a transcendental 

state of Consciousness. In other words, men went from their unillumined human state to a degree 

of Consciousness that was called illumined, enlightened, but also was known by many other 

names. For instance, anyone in India, at any time, who has received any measure of spiritual 

Light has been said to have attained some measure of Buddha mind, the Buddha mind or the 

Buddhi. In Christian mysticism, this is referred to as Christ Consciousness or spiritual 

Consciousness. Of the Master, Christ Jesus, we learn that he becomes the light of the world or 

the enlightened one. The Buddha is also called the enlightened one. All of the great spiritual 

Masters have been known as enlightened, as having received illumination. 

 

Now, as Buddhism went down the long, dry period of organisation and materialistic growth, at 

least one illumined Buddhist went to China, and failed to open the spiritual life of China, and 

finally went to Japan, and out of this came Zen Buddhism. And in Zen, there is the term satori, 

and satori—to receive satori—means exactly to receive light, or illumination, or divine grace. So 

we have it in Japan, and we have it in India. We have it in the Holy Land that whenever an 

individual attains light or illumination, they are said to be enlightened and not necessarily all to 

the same degree. But some, at least, like Gautama the Buddha, or Jesus the Christ, or the 

Bodhidharma, these, of course, have been declared to have received complete illumination and to 

have become the light of their particular world. 

 

Now, all of this actually means that they went from the ordinary human state of consciousness to 

that which may be termed spiritual or Christ Consciousness, which is a transcendental state of 

Consciousness, because it is that beyond the human. It is that which is beyond the ordinary 



human. It is not beyond the possibility of any human in some degree. But it is beyond that which 

is experienced by the human. 

 

Now, when a measure of light comes to an individual, a measure of this transcendental 

Consciousness, it brings with it new faculties, new experiences. And Hall tells us of some of 

these, but we understand, we recognise that among these are the healing gift, which some 

enlightened leaders have had. Others have had a spiritual teaching gift, that is, the ability to lift 

students above their own humanhood into this enlightened state. Others have received, by Grace, 

an inner power of prayer, which enabled them to release many, many, many people from their 

discords and inharmonies. 

 

A case in point, of course, is Moses. You will remember that Moses had no talents, except those 

of the ordinary human. Moses was just an ordinary man, born perhaps in high society and well 

educated, but not otherwise set apart from men until that one experience, the “mountaintop 

experience,” in which he comes face to face with God, comes face to face with truth, with 

illumination, and now has this transcendental Consciousness to such an extent that a whole new 

faculty develops within him. And he is enabled to go to Egypt, and without fighting wars, 

without taking up the sword, he is enabled to take the Hebrews right out from under Pharaoh. 

And, again, under the guidance of this transcendental Consciousness, under its protection, he is 

enabled to take them out into the wilderness and across the wilderness into view, at least, of the 

Promised Land. In other words, he takes them out from slavery, from lack, limitation, ignorance, 

superstition, and brings them into some measure of freedom, some measure of Light—the 

measure, of course, being only that of which they were capable at that time. It wasn't too much. 

That you can imagine from their background. 

 

So it is then that this individual, Moses, who up to that moment was no different than any other 

man, and had no other powers, and no other talents, as of that moment of attainment, he becomes 

a leader of a race of people, a liberator, and takes them into this measure of freedom. So it is that 

all across the history of the Hebrew race, from Abraham right on up to Christ Jesus, you will find 

that wherever an individual attained this transcendental Consciousness that they, too, were 

enabled to bring a measure of freedom, of light, of grace, of healing to the people under their 

care, within their care. 

 

You know, of course, as well as I do, how little is actually known of the life of Christ Jesus until 

he enters his public ministry. We do have every reason to believe that he was educated as a 

member of the Essenes and that he was one of its rabbis until he left that order. But, so far as 

anything like absolute proof is concerned, it is not yet available and may become so through 

what is being revealed in the Dead Sea Scrolls and other manuscripts that are now being 

translated. But certainly, as of this moment, very little is known of the early life of Christ Jesus 

beyond the fact that he was of a family of carpenters, that he himself acted as a carpenter, 

worked as a carpenter, that he was trained as a rabbi, and that eventually he went out to preach. 

And in doing so, he preached contrary to the teachings of the Hebrew faith and religion. 

 

Again, the very fact that, for two thousand years, there has been no contradiction of the fact that 

he is Christ Jesus the anointed, Christ Jesus the illumined, Christ Jesus the saviour, Christ Jesus 

the Son of God. All of this points definitely to the fact that we are dealing again with an 



individual of transcendental Consciousness, possessing now gifts that the other rabbis of the 

synagogues did not have—the great gift of healing, the great gift of supplying, the great gift of 

leadership, the great gift of teaching, the great gift of revelation. All of this the ordinary rabbis 

did not have. Even the great Hebrew teachers, even the greatest, such as Gamaliel, did not have 

these powers. And so we know that these powers came only with this transcendental 

Consciousness, this opening of the spiritual centers of the man. 

 

During this period, all the way, oh and before it, for a thousand years or more before it, there 

were schools of wisdom in Egypt in which men learned the hidden secrets of the spiritual life. 

Now, these secrets are not the same in every school, because when we come to the subject of 

truth, we find a very strange thing. Truth is revealed on two different levels—one, the mental, 

and one, the spiritual. On the level of mind, great works can be done, great magic performed, 

great feats revealed. And sometimes this fools people into believing that they are witnessing God 

in action, or God power, or spiritual power when it is nothing more nor less than the action of the 

mind. It is for this reason, then, that two schools developed—those schools that went in for the 

great magic of Egypt and the great mental powers, and then those spiritual schools that revealed 

only the ability to unfold spiritually and develop this transcendental Consciousness. This wisdom 

drew from Greece some of the greatest of the philosophers, and they went to Egypt to be taught 

and returned to Greece to teach. And so this wisdom goes from Egypt to Greece, and Greece to 

Rome, and Rome into the Holy Lands. And we have, side by side, those of the mental school, 

those of the purely spiritual. 

 

The difference is one that all of you as students should know. Whatever exists on the material 

plane of life or the mental plane of life is capable of being used in two ways, either good or evil. 

All material force and power can be used for good and can be used for evil. All mental powers 

can be used for good or be used for evil. Just as in all of the primitive races, the Polynesians, the 

Aborigines, the South Americans and Central Americans, Africans, you will always find a type 

of priest who can bless and who can heal, and then right along side of that you will find a type of 

priest or kahuna who can curse and can kill. And all of this is because they are using the powers 

of the mind. 

 

And you know sufficiently yourselves now from your readings and your studying how there are 

those in the world who are a great blessing through using the powers of their mind for mankind's 

good. And you also know those who use the powers of the mind for evil purposes, erroneous 

purposes, or negative purposes, even when it is not outright evil. And, as you will someday learn, 

more than you do now, the great harm that is done by hypnotism, even when it is used for a good 

purpose, it is being used erroneously, negatively, and ultimately for the destruction not only of 

those it is used upon but also those who use it. That is another subject, and we will not go into it 

at this time, more than to sketch that briefly. 

 

When you come to the spiritual powers, that is, the powers of God, you come to an entirely 

different situation. First of all, no one on the face of the earth can use spiritual power. No one 

ever has, no one ever will be able to use a spiritual power, because spiritual power is Infinity, 

and you cannot imagine a mere man using Infinity or Omnipotence. But those on the spiritual 

path make themselves subject to spiritual power and become instruments through which spiritual 

power touches human life, human consciousness and blesses it. Here, of course, the outstanding 



example is that of Christ Jesus, who repeated over and over again, “I can of my own self do 

nothing. The Father doeth the works,” or “My doctrine is not mine but His that sent me,” or “If I 

speak of myself, I do witness to a lie.” In other words, I am but the servant of the most High. I 

am but the instrument through which this divine power reaches you, reaches human 

consciousness. 

 

And so, on your journey through life, you can afford to be watchful and recognize instantly 

whether you are being led spiritually or humanly, by whether or not someone is trying to use a 

power for you or against you, whether someone is trying to use a power for a personal or a 

selfish purpose. Or whether you are safely on the spiritual path when you find your literature, or 

your leadership, or your teacher, recognising the fact that this ministry is one of God of which 

we can at best be a servant, an instrument, a transparency. And that we never can use God for 

your purpose or for anyone else's, to bless you or anyone else, but God can use us through you. 

 

Now, there was a time when this was so well known that you could not make a mistake. As you 

probably know, out of these ancient schools of wisdom or brotherhoods, there evolved that 

which was called ancient masonry of which modern masonry is a child, an offspring. Just as you 

could not go to the monastery of one of these brotherhoods or schools of wisdom and just enter 

because you wanted to or could pay five dollars a year dues, or a hundred dollars for instruction, 

you had to pass through very rigorous tests and give evidence of the fact that you were not 

entering for a personal or selfish motive, or one of immediate gain, or material gain, but that you 

were coming in the sense of dedication—dedicating your life to the most High and proving it by 

service to mankind. For if you say that you love God, whom you have not seen, and do not love 

your brother, whom you have seen, you are a liar. 

 

In the same way then, as this early Masonic movement began, the same requirement appeared. 

No one was permitted to invite anyone to join this order. No one was permitted to solicit 

membership or proselyte. And one of the very strict rules was that a candidate for admission had 

to give definite evidence, and his promise, and his sworn word that he was seeking admission of 

his own free will and accord, and that he had no hopes of material or personal gain. 

 

Now then, when you see this is symbolic, because this comes down to the heart of the real 

Christian work. When you ask yourself why you are embarking on a spiritual path or seeking a 

spiritual teaching, and certainly one such as ours here in The Infinite Way, you need to ask 

yourself frankly, “What am I seeking? Is it something of a material gain or of a personal gain? Is 

it name, or fame, or fortune? Do I hope to achieve some human, some material good or personal 

good?” If so, stop immediately. Stop, because the spiritual path is one that is not meant for 

achieving the things of this world. 

 

Our Master says, “My kingdom is not of this world.” And he further says, “My peace give I unto 

thee, but not as the world giveth, give I unto thee.” Not the peace that you can get with wealth, or 

fame, or fortune. Not the peace that can come because of a home or human forms of good. But 

there is another form of peace, which emanates from My kingdom, from the spiritual universe. 

This does not mean that you need necessarily be an ascetic. Nor does it mean that you will not 

achieve success in your business or profession. Nor should it bar anyone from being a success in 

a spiritual ministry. As a matter of fact, there is no greater success than that of Christ Jesus and 



few any greater than that of Gautama the Buddha or John. But to enter a spiritual message with 

the idea of gain rather than entering with the idea of spiritual light, and illumination, and letting 

it perform its work in you, ah here you have something of a different nature. 

 

Now, symbolically then, you are to understand that the reason for the difficulty that was thrown 

in an individual's path when they sought entrance to schools of wisdom, or white brotherhoods, 

or any of the great schools of philosophy of the past was to make sure that that which they had to 

give was what you wanted. In other words, go back again to our friends, Peter and John, with the 

man at the temple gate beautiful, who was sitting there with a begging bowl. Peter and John say, 

“Silver and gold have I none. Such as I have give I unto thee.” And the beggar was receptive. 

Evidently, put away his begging bowl and was willing to accept that which Peter and John had 

and that was release from whatever it was that was holding that man in bondage. And he was 

able to spring up, and walk, and dance. 

 

So, in going into these old orders, they had neither silver nor gold to give, neither name nor 

fame, and what they had to give was spiritual illumination—the transcendental Consciousness—

which would lead one into harmony, into joys, into peace, into glories, but not always in the way 

that an individual would outline. With this for an understanding, it became possible to teach the 

initiate the secret of prayer. 

 

Now, this secret of prayer has been lost, and it is known to but few on earth today and only to a 

few in every generation. I don't have to remind you that, as general as the practice of prayer is, so 

much of a failure is prayer. For instance, those of you with white hair and those that should have 

white hair will remember that in World War I, we opened our churches seven days a week to 

pray for victory and to pray for peace, and nothing happened until the enemy had no more 

ammunition, and no more food, and no more steel, and no more of anything. And the war ended. 

And so you know that the prayers for victory and peace of tens of millions of people repeated 

tens of millions of times every day were just worthless prayers—waste of time, waste of energy 

that led nowhere but to frustration. And then, of course, you have had the opportunity of 

witnessing that in World War II, and in the Korean War, and now in recent years in the Cold 

War. And surely, the world has been so full of prayers that if they were worth the time it takes to 

utter them, there would have been some result. 

 

And I don't have to tell you how many times you've read things like this in the newspaper. Here 

is a story on the date of April 25
th

 of The Associated Press. We'll omit the name. A girl of ten 

received the nation’s prayers to spare her right hand from cancer. In 1949, the young girl asked 

readers of our local newspaper to pray that I may not lose my hand and that I may soon 

completely recover. And, of course, with such newspaper coverage, you know how many 

millions of people prayed for this ten-year-old child to save her hand. Millions, this article says, 

prayed for her. But doctors later decided that the right hand must be amputated to save her life. 

What became of those prayers? What was the use of them? Was that ten-year-old child so 

vicious, so bad that prayers couldn't save her? Or was it that the millions who prayed for her 

were in no wise reaching God and therefore could not receive an answer from God? 

 

Because you must remember that prayer, when it is correctly understood, does bring answers 

from God. If this were not true, you would have no Christian ministry. You would have no 



Christian teaching evolving from the Master, because he revealed that his mission was to do the 

will of his Father, and the will of his Father was that the sick be healed, the dead be raised, the 

blind have their eyes opened, the deaf have their ears unstopped, the poor be fed—and all of this 

through prayer. 

 

And so we know that prayer, when it is correctly understood, brings forth an answer from God. 

But we also know that prayer, as we understand it in the world today, with the exception of the 

few mystical teachings, those prayers are not bringing forth answers. Yes, we can also point to 

the 100,000 people who each year make the trek to Lourdes in Belgium, with prayers in their 

hearts and on their minds, and of whom we're told only fifteen people of 100,000 receive their 

healing. What of those prayers then? They're worthless, too. 

 

Now, then, prayer isn't worthless. It is only the prayer that is taught in the world these days and 

for the last 1700 years, except in the mystical activities of the world. And that is perhaps one 

reason that a work like ours can never be organized. There never can be memberships. There is 

no use asking anyone to become a member of us or to make contributions to us, because they 

won't benefit by it. The only thing we have to offer is a teaching on the subject of prayer, and 

you can either accept it or reject it, and we could do nothing about it. No use joining us. No use 

contributing to us. That will not get you anything. 

 

The only thing that will bring anything worthwhile to you is if you are willing to learn the nature 

of prayer and then abide in prayer. Praying without ceasing until you find for yourself that 

prayers are answered. And then, of course, you can belong to any church you like, or any 

movement you like, or none at all if you like, because you're living your religious life within 

yourself. And still, we will have nothing to offer you, except what is being given to you through 

this work, or the writings, or the recordings, and that which is available to anyone who will want 

it. 

 

Prayer only becomes effective when you do not pray for anything, and that is the basic law of 

prayer. Anyone in this world can receive answers to prayer, as long as they will release 

themselves from human desire for personal good or personal gain. In other words, it is trying to 

make a house of merchandise of God that interferes with prayer, asking for food for me, or food 

for you, or asking for clothing, or housing, in spite of the Master's teaching that you shall not 

pray for what you shall eat, or what you shall drink, or wherewithal you shall be clothed; that 

you shall not take thought for things; that you shall not make a house of merchandise out of the 

temple of God. But, when you pray, pray only that the kingdom of God be revealed to you. Pray 

only that the will of God be revealed to you. Pray only that God's grace reveal itself within you, 

and let that prayer result in whatever form of good is within the realm of spiritual Grace. 

 

You will find, as Moses did, that if you pray the prayer of Emmanuel, that is, the recognition of 

God with us, that if you need a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, that that's the way your 

prayer will be answered. You will not pray for a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night, 

because you will not even know—Moses surely never knew—that such a thing could exist, as a 

cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. All he knew was Omnipresence, Emmanuel, God with 

us. And then, let that take form as it will, and it took the form. 

 



Be assured that Moses had never heard of manna falling from the sky and had no way of 

knowing that it's possible to pray for such things. His prayer could only have been the realization 

of Emmanuel. God is with us. God is with man. Where I am, God is. Where God is, I am. Who 

can flee from the presence of God? If I mount up to heaven, thou art there. If I make my bed in 

hell, thou art there. If I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, thou art there. In other 

words, there is no way to escape God's presence. But, the presence of God is never tangible in 

the experience of any individual, except those who consciously abide in the Word and let the 

Word abide in them. If you do not abide in the Word, Christ Jesus says, “And if you do not let 

this Word abide in you, you will be as a branch of a tree that is cut off and withereth.” 

 

The 91
st
 Psalm says that if you do not live, dwell in the secret place of the most High, all of these 

evils of the earth can come nigh your dwelling place. Only those who dwell, who live in this 

secret, sacred Word:  Omnipresence; Emmanuel, God with us; where I am, God is; the place 

whereon thou standeth is holy ground. Dwelling in that, not going to holy mountains. Not going 

to the holy temple in Jerusalem. Not believing that God is low here and God is low there. Not 

believing that God is in a Hebrew synagogue, or a Christian church, or a Moslem mosque. But 

realizing that the kingdom of God is within you, whoever the “you” may be, and abiding in that. 

 

Prayer is answered in the form necessary to your experience of the moment. And if it is food, or 

clothing, or housing that is needed, it appears. In the experience of our good friend Rickenbacker 

in the Pacific, when food was needed, it came to him, whether the fish had to jump up out of the 

ocean into his boat, because he didn't have a line and hook; whether the birds had to fly down 

and roost on his head, because he didn't have a gun; whether fresh water had to flow from a clear 

sky. What difference does that make, as long as Rickenbacker knew enough? And he was the 

only one in those boats who knew enough not to pray for food and rain. He was the only one 

who knew enough to sit there and realize—God with us. Where I am, God is. I cannot escape 

from the love of God. Neither height nor depth, neither life nor death, neither principalities nor 

powers can separate me from the love and the life of God. And therefore, even out in the Pacific, 

God had to BE. 

 

And so it is, those who pray for safety and security are just laying up trouble for themselves. God 

has no safety and security to give. God has only Himself to give. And those who pray this prayer, 

which has come down to us from time immemorial, those who pray this prayer, “I seek not 

things. I seek not selfishness. I seek not for myself. I live only in the realization that where I am, 

God is. Emmanuel, God with us. Where I am, thou art.” “Son,” God says, “thou art ever with me, 

and all that I have is thine.” Does that mean only at 42
nd

 Street and Broadway or State and 

Madison? Course not! Wherever we may be, heaven or hell, or the valley of the shadow of death, 

Son, thou art ever with me, and all that I have is thine. You don't have to buy this. This is 

something that is, as Isaiah said, free, without money, without price. Take it home and live it. 

 

Yes, Jesus had a treasurer. And they accepted gifts. And out of this undoubtedly paid their 

travelling expenses, and their food, and their clothing. They weren't selling truth. They were 

giving truth. And what came to them in the form of gratitude took care of their needs. It has been 

so all through the ages. Those who have engaged in a truly spiritual ministry had no need to sell 

it, because the truth itself is available and always has been available for mankind. And there 

always have been those willing to share of this world's goods, so that the activity might be 



perpetuated. But don't, please don't, don't believe that truth, or God, or good is dependent on 

money. I have students write me every once in a while. They would like to be in a class, but they 

can't afford it. What do they think that truth is dependent on their money, or that they could be 

barred from God for lack of money? There is no one in a spiritual ministry thinking or working 

from such a standpoint. And so, please believe this. Whatever grace of God you attain is going to 

be not because of what money you have to spend, or what far places you can visit but to 

whatever degree you can learn to pray without desiring something for yourself or another, except 

the remembrance of God's grace that where I am, God is, and all that the Father hath is mine. 

And abiding in that and letting that perform Its work. 

 

So it is, seeking entrance to the spiritual path must always be not for the purpose of personal 

gain, not for the purpose of selfish motive of any kind but only for the purpose of enlightenment. 

And this was given to us of old, symbolically, so that we may know that this is the correct form 

of prayer. When entering the household of God, and you can only enter through prayer, do not 

try to enter the house of God, the household, the temple of God selfishly, or for gain, or personal 

motives but only for the reason of tabernacling with God, whom the Master says, “knoweth that 

you have need of these things and whose pleasure it is to give you the kingdom,” as long as you 

don't seek them. Seek ye the kingdom of God. These things will be added unto you. And here you 

have a secret of prayer, which has been lost for centuries and known and practiced only by 

members of the mystical, unorganized movements of the world. Wherever this becomes 

organized, remember, that it loses its power, because some mode of selfishness enters into the 

activity of organization. 

 

God is Infinite. If you cannot accept that you have no possible way of entering the spiritual life. 

God is Infinite, and to be Infinite that means God must be All. Therefore, there could not be God 

and something beside. There could not be God and. There could not be God and safety, or God 

and protection, or God and food, or God and clothing. But we learn that God is the health of 

your countenance. Not that God sends you health. And that's where so much of this praying goes 

astray. These millions of people who prayed for this girl were praying for something that God 

could not give, for God had no such thing to give. God being Infinite had only God's own Self, 

and none of these prayers were interested in God. They were interested only in what they thought 

God had to give. Ah yes, let's use God as a means to getting health. Let God become our servant, 

in other words. Not we, God's servant. No, no, no. Let us use God. “Now God send us health. 

Come, come, God. You know, you owe it to us. We've been good. We've tithed with you. We go 

to church on Sunday. Come, God.” 

 

It's nonsense. It's nonsense to the enlightened. And for this reason there can be no answer. And 

when you pray to God for safety or security, or when you pray to God for food, or clothing, or 

housing, and when you pray to God for something, you are praying amiss. But when you pray 

Emmanuel, God with us, thy kingdom has come on earth, as it is in heaven, Thy will be done on 

earth, not my will, not my will! I am not directing you, God. I am not telling you, advising you, 

acquainting you. I am not trying to be greater than you, God, and let you know what little Susie 

Jo needs. No, God, in thy greatness, in thy all might, heaven is here and now. Where thou art is 

heaven. And where I am is heaven, for I and the Father are one. If I mount up to heaven, it's 

heaven, and if I make my bed in hell, it's heaven. And if I walk through the valley of the shadow 

of death, it's heaven, for God is here. And this whole earth is the footstool of God, the temple of 



God. And even your body is the temple of God. You need not pray for God to come to your 

body. And you need not pray for God to send health to your body. Pray the prayer of realization. 

Where thou art, I am. And where thou art in thy presence is fullness of joy, is fulfillment. Where 

the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty, and pray that way. 

 

And then you’ll find that whatever the human need, it will appear as the grace of God. It will 

appear as the presence of God. And then you won't have to have the guilty feeling that you told 

God what you needed that God didn't know. Realize that God is Omniscience—the whole 

wisdom of this world. The Psalmist said, “Thy understanding is infinite.” Accept that. Accept 

that God's understanding is Infinite, and let God express His infinite wisdom, without any advice 

or guidance on your part or mine. And see what grace, harmony, beauty flows into your life 

when you open yourself for God. Not for things. Just for God. And then let the things be added 

unto you. 

 

You see, do you not, this wisdom has been known from the earliest times, but it had as little 

circulation in ancient times as it has in modern times. And why? The nature of the human is, of 

course, limitation—self, I. “I,” “me,” and “mine.” The three words that have destroyed the 

world—“I,” “me,” and “mine.” And you cannot expect the world to be any better. You cannot 

expect them to know how to pray until you have lifted them out of their humanhood into some 

measure of this spiritual Consciousness, this transcendental Consciousness. Then, they can begin 

to perceive through spiritual intuition, through spiritual discernment that God is ever present, that 

God is an ever-present help in all troubles. That God is here, where I am. 

 

Was it ever so plain? I am the bread, the meat, the wine. Not I send it. Not I give it. I AM. God is 

the bread, the meat, the wine. God is the food. You may not believe it. You may not believe that 

God is the substance of the very food you eat. But although we have been teaching for more than 

thirty years that there is no such thing as matter, per se, that which the world calls matter is really 

mind substance. But who has believed that until last month when Dr. von Braun announced it? A 

great announcement in 1960—matter is mind. 

 

Of course, from now on, the world will begin to believe it, whereas, heretofore, a few dozen 

thousand people accepted it and benefited by it, and the rest of the world ignored it and ignored 

the benefits that come. Once you understand the meaning there is no matter, there is only mind 

and that which appears as matter is mind in tangible form, appearing as tangible form. The 

fruitage of that understanding will only dawn on you after you have meditated and pondered the 

statement for a long, long time. Just as it will take the physical scientists many, many more years 

before they are able to benefit by Dr. von Braun's announcement. 

 

Now, in the same wise, the human cannot benefit by a teaching on the subject of prayer, because 

it cannot accept it. The human in their unillumined state can think no further than, “But I must 

have my rent on Saturday, so I better pray to God to have my rent on Saturday,” or “I can't even 

think about God unless this pain stops. I can't even study about God or pray about God until I 

have more time. Right now, I have to work all day and sleep all night.” 

 

But, you see that with a first touch of spiritual illumination that same individual finds that there 

is an hour in the morning before they usually got up, and there is another hour before they retire 



at night. And they also find they can do with an hour less of television, or radio, or movies. And, 

so you find that, whereas the human has no time, with the first touch of the Spirit, he discovers 

there are twenty-four hours in every day and in everybody's day, and that he wasn't using all of 

the twenty-four hours, and now he begins to find a little time. And so it is, with that first touch of 

the Spirit, he begins to realize there's no use of waiting to get rid of this pain to find God. If I 

find God, the pain will disappear. There's no use of waiting until I get next Saturday's rent and 

then find God. If I find God, I will have next Saturday's rent. 

 

And so, only through a touch of spiritual Grace does an individual begin to perceive that if and 

when I have God, I will have all that God is God to, that I will have all things as the added 

things. And it won't be dependent on anybody external to me. No one external to me can keep it 

from me. No one external to me need give it to me. I and the Father are one. And the Father says, 

“Son, all that I have is thine by grace.” 
 


